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HARSHBARGER  USES 

MASSACHUSETTS  CONSUMER 

PROTECTION  ACT  AS  TOOL 

IN  FIGHTING  CATALOGUE 

SALES  OF  ILLEGAL  WEAPONS. 


In  an  attempt  to  use  all  available  resources 
to  curb  the  selling  or  possesion  of  illegal  weapons, 
Attorney  General  Harshbarger  applied  the  Massa- 
chusetts Consumer  Protection  Act  to  prosecute 
out-of-state  mail  order  vendors  caught  selling 
weapons  to  members  of  an  undercover  sting 
operation. 

The  mail  order  purchase  of  switchblade 
knives,  stun  guns,  brass  knuckles,  blackjacks  and 
other  potentially  deadly  weapons  is  illegal  in 
Massachusetts.  Using  an  undercover  sting  opera- 
tion, the  AG's  Consumer  Protection  and  Antitrust 
Division  uncovered  three  vendors  willing  to  sell 
illegal  weapons. 

Setting  a  precedent,  the  AG's  office  sought 
to  apply  the  Consumer  Protection  Act  in  these 
cases  as  a  way  of  imposing  stiffer  penalties  against 
the  vendors  than  current  criminal  laws  allow.  The 
Act  provides  for  penalties  of  up  to  $5,000  for  each 
illegal  weapon  sold.  In  contrast,  criminal  laws 
carry  much  lower  fines,  allowing  only  $500  to 
$1,000  for  a  first  time  offense  for  the  unlicensed 
sale  of  a  handgun. 

The  sting  involved  the  purchase  of  20 
illegal  weapons.  Each  of  the  weapons  ordered 
were  illegal  to  offer  for  sale  in  the  Commonwealth, 
yet  in  all  but  one  case,  or  95  percent  of  the  time, 
investigators  successfully  made  their  purchases.  In 
no  case  did  the  seller  advise  the  buyer  that  it  is 
illegal  to  carry,  or  in  some  instances,  even  possess 
the  weapon  being  sold. 

One  company  caught  in  the  sting  mailed 
several  orders  (for  a  total  of  eight  weapons)  to  one 


address,  potentially  allowing  a  single  purchaser  to 
stockpile  a  weapons  cache.  Another  company  sold 
weapons  to  an  investigator  posing  as  an  individual 
with  a  criminal  history  of  more  than  20  convictions. 

More  aggravated  assualts  are  committed 
with  knives  than  guns,  and  just  as  many  robberies 
involve  knives  as  guns.  Given  these  facts,  the 
AG's  office  has  made  it  a  priority  to  do  all  it  can  to 
take  these  implements  of  violence  off  the  streets, 
including  the  use  of  innovative  tools  such  as  the 
Consumer  Protection  Act. 
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Attorney  General  Harshbargerfs 
SCORE  Program  Wins  $100,000 
Grant  From  Ford  Foundation  and 
Kennedy  School  of  Government 


/* 


Attorney  General  Scott 
Harshbarger's  SCORE  (Student 
Conflict  Resolution  Experts) 
program  is  the  winner  of  a 
$100,000  grant  from  the  Ford 
Foundation.  SCORE  is  one  of 
only  10  programs  chosen  from 
1,300  applicants  nationwide  to 
receive  the  1994  Innovations  in 
State  and  Local  Government 
Award. 

The  Ford  Foundation  recog- 
nized SCORE  as  a  national 
model  for  deterring  violence 
among  adolescents,  teaching  peer 
mediation  skills  to  high  school 
and  middle  school  students. 

The  innovations  award, 
directed  and  administered  by  the 
John  F.  Kennedy  School  of 
Government  at  Harvard  Univer- 
sity, goes  to  local  programs 
chosen  from  across  the  country 
that  have  come  up  with  creative 
solutions  to  public  problems. 
Winners  were  selected  based  on 
the  effectiveness  of  the  program 
in  addressing  important  local  or 
national  problems  as  well  as  the 
value  of  its  service  to  clients  or 
the  community. 

Currently,  the  Attorney 
General's  office  administers 
SCORE  programs  in  26  schools 
located  in  16  communities 
throughout  the  state. 


Over  700  students  have 
been  trained  as  peer  mediators 
through  SCORE'S  20  hour 
course.  More  than  2,500  dis- 
putes have  been  mediated,  with 
97  percent  resulting  in  success- 
ful agreements. 

In  addition  to  one-on-one 
mediations,  SCORE  attempts  to 
head  off  serious  incidents  of 
violence  (gang  conflicts,  poten- 
tial fights,  or  possible  school 
riots)  by  leading  discussion  and 
opening  up  lines  of  communica- 
tion between  opposing  groups. 

The  $100,000  grant  will  be 
used  to  expand  the  SCORE 
program  in  Massachusetts, 
develop  curriculum  for  chroni- 
cally violent  youth,  create  new 
training  programs,  and  host  a 
national  conference  on  teenage 
violence  for  education  and  law 
enforcement  officials. 

The  Ford  Foundation  is  a 
private,  non-profit  institution 
that  serves  as  a  resource  to 
encourage  innovation  by  people 
and  institutions  worldwide. 
Since  its  inception  in  1936,  the 
Foundation  has  granted  more 
than  $7  billion  to  over  9,000 
institutions  and  100,000  indi- 
viduals worldwide. 


Fighting 

Violent  Crime 

Is  Focus  of  AG's 

Third  Annual 

Municipal  Forum 

"Fighting  Violent  Crime: 
The  Need  For  a  Community- 
Based.  Comprehensive 
Approach"  was  the  key  note 
address  by  Attorney  General 
Scott  Harshbarger  at  this  year's 
Municipal  Forum. 

Speaking  to  an  audience  of 
nearly  500  city  and  town 
officials  from  approximately 
170  different  communities, 
Harshbarger  stressed  the  need 
for  both  strict  law  enforcement 
and  the  use  of  prevention 
programs  in  any  comprehensive 
effort  to  reduce  crime.    Citing 
the  Safe  Neighborhood  Initia- 
tive (SNI)  in  Dorchester  as  a 
successful  example  for  other 
urban  areas,  Harshbarger  said 
he  is  seeking  federal  funds  to 
expand  this  community-tailored 
program  throughout  the  state. 

The  Forum,  which  was  held 
at  the  Kennedy  Library  in 
Dorchester,  also  included 
panels  on  conflict  of  interest, 
public  corruption,  workplace 
issues,  smoking  policies,  and 
the  "sick  building"  syndrome. 
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SAFE  NEIGHBORHOOD 


"THIS  NEIGHBORHOOD 
MEANS  BUSINESS!"  RE- 
CEIVES $75,000  FROM 
ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
HARSHBARGER 

As  part  of  this  office's 
continuing  effort  to  help  commu- 
nities help  themselves,  Attorney 
General  Harshbarger  recently 
presented  the  "This  Neighbor- 
hood Means  Business!"  violence 
prevention  program  in  Dorches- 
ter with  a  check  for  $75,000. 

Created  by  the  Dorches- 
ter Center  for  Adult  Education, 
the  project  provides  local  busi- 
ness owners  with  business 
education  and  mentors. 
Merchants  who  complete  the 
program  are  eligible  for  loans  to 
improve  their  businesses. 

The  program  was 
selected  to  receive  the  Safe 
Neighborhood  grant  because  it 
combines  business  education, 
resource  development  and  capital 
to  help  small  local  businesses 
grow  and  provide  economic 
stability  to  the  community. 

Also  participating  in  the 
unveiling  of  the  program  were 
Suffolk  County  District  Attorney 
Ralph  Martin,  Kristin 
McCormack  of  the  Federated 
Dorchester  Neighborhood 
House,  and  John  Marston  of 
Fleet  Bank,  which  also  presented 
a  check  for  $20,000. 


Our  congratulations  to 
the  Dorchester  Center  for  Adult 
Education  for  their  outstanding 
effort  and  commitment  to  the 
community.  Neighborhood 
revitalization  is  a  key  component 
of  our  Safe  Neighborhood 
Initiative.  Keep  up  the  good 
work! 

HARSHBARGER  ASKS 

RENO  TO  CONSIDER 

EXPANDING  SNI 

TO  ALL  MAJOR 

MA  CITIES 

In  a  letter  to  U.S. 
Attorney  General  Janet  Reno, 
Massachusetts  Attorney  General 
Harshbarger  asked  for  Reno's 
assistance  in  expanding  the  Safe 
Neighborhood  Initiative  (SNI) 
to  urban  communities  statewide. 
Specifically,  Harshbarger  re- 
quested Reno  earmark  federal 
funds  from  the  recently  signed 
federal  crime  bill  to  replicate  the 
model  SNI  program. 

The  Safe  Neighborhood 
Initiative  is  a  crime  and  violence 
prevention  program  that  utilizes 
the  expertise  of  "community 
prosecutors"  to  compliment  the 
tailored  crime-fighting  approach 
of  community  policing  strategies. 
Prosecutors  not  only  target  hard 
core  offenders  for  incarceration, 
but  also  help  devise  crime  pre- 
vention programs  and  business 
support  strategies.  Federal 


monies  would  fund  grants  for  the 
police  forces  and  community 
groups  in  the  state's  urban  areas. 

Within  the  SNI  area  of 
Dorchester,  more  than  120 
"priority"  defendants  have  been 
convicted  of  crimes  and  sent  to 
jail.  Additionally,  prevention 
programs  involving  families, 
students,  business  owners  and 
many  others  in  the  community 
have  helped  deter  violence  in  that 
neighborhood. 

U.S.  Attorney  General 
Reno  spoke  with  SNI  members 
on  a  trip  to  Boston  last  year  and 
later  discussed  the  merits  of  the 
program  in  Washington,  DC. 
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SAFE  NEIGHBORHOOD 
INITIATIVE  CONTINUED. 


COP  CARD  PROGRAM  GETS 
BILL  BOARD  COVERAGE 

Ackerley  Communications  has  agreed  to 
donate  a  billboard  to  advertise  Boston's  popular 
"Cop  Card"  program,  in  conjunction  with  the  Safe 
Neighborhood  Initiative  (SNI). 

"Cop  Cards"  are  trading  cards  similar  to 
those  bearing  faces  and  statistics  of  pro-sports 
figures.  The  cards  were  created  to  promote 
positive  images  of  the  city's  police  officers. 

The  billboard  is  part  of  the  SNI  program 
which  is  sponsored  by  Attorney  General  Scott 
Harshbarger,  Mayor  Thomas  Menino,  Police 
Commissioner  Paul  Evans,  and  District  Attorney 
Ralph  Martin. 

The  Cop  Card  Program  was  launched  by 
Captain  Robert  P.  Dunford  of  District  1 1  in 
Boston.  The  billboard,  which  will  be  on  display 
through  the  month  of  January,  is  located  at  the 
comer  of  Geneva  Avenue  and  Bowdoin  Street. 

BOWDOIN  STREET  HEALTH 
CENTER  TRAINING 

As  part  of  the  Safe  Neighborhood  Initia- 
tive, the  Bowdoin  Street  health  Center  will  host  a 
training  seminar  on  domestic  violence.  Titled 
Family  Violence:  The  Health  Provider's  Role  in 
Assessment  and  Intervention,  the  seminar  will 
focus  on  the  legal  issues  involved  in  domestic 
violence,  the  impact  of  domestic  violence  on 

children,  and  the  social  and  cultural  barriers  to 
quality  care.  There  will  also  be  discussion  on  how 

to  interview  and  assess  family  violence  victims  as 

well  as  how  to  deal  with  a  batterer. 


Attorney  General  Harshbarger  will  deliver 
the  keynote  address  at  the  event  which  will  be  held 
January  23, 1995. 

For  further  information,  please  contact  Amy 
Maizel  Seeherman,  Family  and  Community  Crimes 
Bureau,  727-2200  ext.  2872.  A  training  video  from 
the  seminar  as  well  as  a  written  manual  will  be 
available  following  the  event 


STUDENTS  CREATE 

ANTI-CRIME 

BILLBOARD  IN  DORCHESTER 

In  November,  students  from  the 
Martin  Luther  King  Middle  School  unveiled 
an  anti-crime  billboard  they  designed  as  part 
of  the  Attorney  General's  Safe  Neighborhood 
Initiative.  The  billboard,  located  at  the  inter- 
section of  Blue  Hill  Avenue  and  Wales  Street 
in  Dorchester,  allows  students  to  use  art  in  a 
positive  way  to  perform  a  community  service. 

The  students,  who  are  members  of  the 
Young  Graffiti  Masters,  create  art  which  will 
convey  a  message  of  anti-violence  to  their 
peers.  Their  work  has  been  displayed  at 
schools  and  museums  throughout  the  state. 

AG  Harshbarger,  DA  Martin,  Ackerly 
Communications  president  Lou  Nickinello, 
school  principal  Steven  Leonard,  art  teacher 
Janaya  Janey  and  her  students  all  participated 
in  the  unveiling  of  the  billboard.  Officials 
from  the  Mayor's  office  and  the  Boston  Police 
Department  were  also  in  attendance. 

The  billboard  project  was  funded  by 
the  Boston  Police  Department's  Safe  Neigh- 
borhood grant  in  conjunction  with  Ackerley 
Communications'  "Adopt  A  Billboard" 
program. 
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Operation  Take  Back  is  a  program  designed  to  halt  drug  dealing  in  local 

neighborhoods  and  to  return  properties  where  dealings  occur 

to  the  neighborhood  for  legitimate  uses. 

DORCHESTER: 

The  Glass  Top  Lounge  on  Dorchester  Avenue  was  the  site  of  four  undercover  cocaine 
buys  by  police  officers  assigned  to  the  AG's  office.  Actions  taken  against  the  owners 
include  the  payment  of  over  $20,000  in  penalties  to  the  Commonwealth  and  $3,000  in 
penalties  to  the  Attorney  General's  Safe  Neighborhood  Initiative.  In  addition,  the  bar  was 
converted  into  a  restuarant.  In  an  innovative  agreement  designed  to  improve  the  quality 
of  life  for  the  youth  in  the  neighborhood,  the  owners  made  a  commitment  to  sponsor 
various  youth  teams  throughout  the  community. 


CHELSEA: 

Jiliy's,  a  bar  located  on  Broadway,  was  closed  down  by  this  office  a  year  ago  due  to 
repeated  drug  dealing  at  that  site.  This  November,  the  AG's  office  used  the  State's  Drug 
Asset  Forfeiture  Law  to  seize  the  property  valued  at  $150,000.    In  addition,  the  owners 
also  forfeited  $30,000  in  penalties  to  the  state  which  will  go  toward  the  building  of  the 
new  Chelsea  District  Court. 


LOWEU,; 

The  site  of  several  drug  arrests  over  a  three  year  period,  Kout's  Cafe  was  shut  down 
following  four  undercover  heroin  buys  by  police  officers  assigned  to  the  AG's  office.  In 
conjunction  with  the  ABCC  (Alcholic  Beverages  Control  Commission),  this  office  closed 
the  cafe  permanently  and  is  currently  seeking  forfieture  of  the  property. 

LAWRENCE: 

The  Attorney  General's  office  assisted  the  Lawrence  police  in  drafting  a  letter  advising 
landlords  of  their  obligation  under  the  Nuisance  Statute  to  evict  known  drug  users  or 
dealers  from  their  properties.  The  letter  states  that  property  owners  have  a  responsiblity 
to  ensure  the  safety  of  their  communities  by  removing  those  within  their  dwellings  who 
participate  in  illegal  activities  such  as  drug  possession  and  trafficking.  Violation  of  the 
Controlled  Substance  Act  can  result  in  a  criminal  conviction  under  the  Nuisance  Statute 
and  possible  forfieture  of  property  under  General  Law  C.  94c  sec.  47. 
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TAKING  ACTION  AGAINST  HATE  CRIMES 
IN  OUR  COMMUNITIES 


WEST  SPRTNGFTELD: 

As  a  result  of  this  office's  efforts,  a  West  Springfield  man  was  fined  a  record  $21,500  for  yelling  racial 
epithets  at  an  African-American  neighbor  and  was  also  permanently  prohibited  from  future  discrimi- 
natory activities.  The  penalty  is  believed  to  be  the  largest  ever  awarded  in  a  civil  rights  and  housing 
discrimination  case  in  Massachusetts. 

FRANKLTN: 

A  self-professed  skinhead  was  sentenced  by  the  Attorney  General's  office  to  three  to  five  years  in  the 
state's  maximum  security  prison,  Cedar  Junction  at  Walpole,  for  his  role  in  an  assault  on  a  Hispanic 
man  at  Dean  College.  In  the  incident,  the  individual  chased  five  Dean  students,  kicking  one  student 
and  macing  four  others. 

The  same  individual  was  previously  indicted  on  four  counts  of  violating  a  civil  rights  injunction  for  a 
1991  assault  on  a  homosexual  couple  in  Boston  and  for  spray  painting  racist  graffiti  on  a  railroad 
trestle  in  Medway. 

CAPE  COD: 

Four  youths  prosecuted  by  our  office  were  convicted  of  criminal  civil  rights  violations,  assault  by  a 
dangerous  weapon  and  armed  robbery  for  the  robbing  and  beating  of  a  31  year-old  Centerville  man 
they  believed  to  be  gay.  The  youths  received  sentences  ranging  from  one-and-one-half  to  two-and- 
one-half  years  in  a  House  of  Correction. 

Also  on  the  Cape,  preliminary  injunctions  have  been  obtained  by  Attorney  General  Harshbarger 
against  three  men  for  their  alleged  roles  in  two  separate  assaults  of  a  27  year-old-man  based  upon  his 
perceived  sexual  orientation.  The  victim  was  allegedly  subjected  to  anti-gay  slurs  and  beaten  and 
kicked  by  two  of  the  men.  The  third  allegedly  joined  with  the  other  two  in  assaulting  and  robbing  the 
victim  in  an  earlier  incident 

The  AG's  injunction  prohibits  the  defendants  from  threatening,  intimidating  or  harassing  the  victim,  or 
any  other  person,  based  upon  their  actual  or  perceived  sexual  orientation.  A  violation  of  the  injunc- 
tion would  be  punishable  by  a  maximum  sentence  of  ten  years  in  state  prison,  if  bodily  injury  results. 

ALLSTON: 

A  preliminary  injunction  was  entered  against  four  Allston  men  who  allegedly  beat  and  harassed  a 
Vietnamese  family  residing  there.  The  four,  who  are  alleged  to  have  physically  attacked  members  of 
the  family  as  well  as  verbally  abused  them  with  racial  epithets,  are  prohibited  from  further  assaulting, 
harassing,  or  threatening  the  victims.  Violation  of  the  Attorney  General's  injunction  would  result  in 
fines  and  or  imprisonment 
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PITCHING  IN  TO  LEND  A  HAND... 


BOWDOIN /GENEVA 
ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS  PARTY 

Volunteers  from  the  Attorney  General's 
office  participated  in  Dorchester's  Annual 
Bowdoin  /  Geneva  Christmas  Party  as  part  of  the 
office's  Safe  Neighborhood  Initiative  effort.  Held 
on  December  9,  1994  the  yearly  event  is  a  commu- 
nity effort  to  help  area  children  celebrate  the 
holiday  season  in  a  safe  and  fun  way. 

A  tree  lighting  ceremony  in  front  of  Saint 
Peter's  Church  officially  kicked  off  the  party, 
followed  by  a  visit  from  Santa  in  Ronan  Hall.  Staff 
members  from  our  office  assisted  in  organizing 
refreshments  and  handing  out  gifts  from  Santa  to 
the  children  in  attendance. 

The  party  was  sponsored  by  the  Bowdoin 
Street  /  Geneva  Avenue  Merchants'  Association, 
Bowdoin  Street  Health  Center,  Saint  Peter's 
Church,  The  Log  School,  Dorchester  Gardenlands, 
First  Parish  Church,  FMBG  Healthy  Boston, 
Meeting  House  Hill  Civic  Association,  The  City  of 
Boston,  Public  Facilities  Department,  and  Area  C- 
1 1  Boston  Police  Department. 


Have  you  been  lending  a  hand 
in  you r  community? 

Let  us  know... 

Contact: 

Dentee  Snyder 

Publications  Coordinator 

Attorney  Gen eral ' s  Office 

One  Ashburton  Place,  20  Fl. 

Boston,  MA  02108 


v.v.v.v.v.v.v. 


AG  STAFFERS  TEAM  UP 
FOR  1994  SERVE-A-THON 

October  22,  1994  found  a  crew  from  our 
office  with  their  shirt  sleeves  rolled  up,  planting 
flowers  and  shrubs,  raking  lawns,  and  cleaning  up 
the  grounds  at  the  Morgan  Memorial  Hayden 
School. 

The  team  was  involved  in  City  Year's 
annual  fund-raiser,  Serve-a-thon,  which  raises 
money  through  pledges  and  enlists  volunteers  in 
day  long  community  service  projects  at  250  sites. 
Individuals  from  our  office  worked  together  to 
make  improvements  which  will  make  the  Hayden 
School  a  safer,  cleaner,  more  enjoyable  place  to 
learn  and  play. 

City  Year  pledges  support  over  300  young 
adults,  ages  17  -  23,  who  commit  themselves  to  a 
year  of  city  service,  tutoring  children,  assisting  the 
elderly,  deliver  meals,  beautifying  our  community, 
and  much  more. 

This  year's  Serve-a-thon  broke  records  in 
terms  of  numbers  of  projects,  fund-raising  and 
attendance.  Congratulations  City  Year!  Keep  up 
the  good  work! 

ASSISTANT  AG  VOLUNTEERS 
AS  SCORE  MEDIATOR 

AAG  Pasqua  Scibelli  volunteers  at  the  Cleve- 
land Middle  School  as  part  of  the  SCORE  (Stu- 
dent Conflict  Resolution  Experts)  program. 

Pasqua  visits  the  school  approximately  two 
times  a  week  training  interested  students  to 
become  peer  mediators. 

The  SCORE  program  helps  teens  to  work 
through  conflicts  using  non-violent  methods  such 
as*  peer  mediation  and  discussion. 
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77*e  Attorney  General's  Office  is  currently  seeking  to  combat  urban  violence 

through  new  legislation.  The  following  acts  have  been  or  will  be  filed  by  the 

Attorney  General's  office  for  the  Legislature's  consideration. 

Increasing  the  penalty  for  theft  of  a  firearm.  H.  2408: 

Increases  the  penalty  for  theft  of  a  firearm  (or  theft  of  property  over  $250)  by  imprison- 
ment of  up  to  10  years  in  state  prison,  from  the  maximum  of  5  years. 

Relative  to  the  use  of  a  firearm,  rifle,  shotgun  or  machine  gun  in  the  commission  of 

a  felonv.  H.  2411: 

Creates  a  new  and  separate  crime  of  using  or  possessing  a  firearm  during  the  commission 
of  a  felony.  Under  the  bill,  punishment  for  the  crime  is  a  minimum  five  year  sentence  to 
be  served  following  the  sentence  for  the  underlying  offense. 

Relative  to  the  illegal  sale  of  a  firearm,  rifle,  shotgun,  or  machine  gun  to  a  juvenile. 
H.2412: 

Creates  the  crime  of  unlawful  transfer  of  a  weapon  to  a  juvenile,  and  punishes  the  crime 
with  a  sentence  of  up  to  five  years  in  prison. 

Prohibiting  the  possession  of  certain  weapons  bv  a  person  previously  convicted  of 

three  felonies.  H.  2566  and  H.  3353 

Patterned  after  the  federal  armed  career  criminal  statute,  this  proposal  is  aimed  at  taking 
guns  out  of  the  hands  of  dangerous  convicts.  The  bill  creates  the  crime  of  unlawful 
possession  of  a  firearm  by  a  person  previously  convicted  in  this  or  any  other  jurisdiction 
of  three  felonies  and  provides  for  a  penalty  of  up  to  ten  years. 

Increasing  the  penalty  for  the  illegal  sale  of  certain  weapons.  H.  2409  and  H.  3354: 

Current  law  punishes  a  citizen  who  is  convicted  for  unlawfully  carrying  a  firearm  with 
a  mandatory  one  year  term  of  imprisonment.  A  gun  dealer  who  sells  a  weapon  to  a 
customer  without  a  license  is  subject  to  a  fine  of  up  to  one  thousand  dollars  for  the  first 
offense.  The  bill  would  retain  this  fine  provision  for  certain  violations  by  licensed  dealers 
but  would  punish  more  serious  violations  such  as  sale  to  unauthorized  individuals  as  a  five 
year  penalty.   This  bill  would  also  apply  the  five  year  penalty  to  private  individuals  (i.e. 
street  dealers)  who  engage  in  the  illicit  sale  of  firearms  to  unauthorized  persons. 

Relative  to  the  indictment  of  juveniles  for  the  crime  of  murder.  S.  767: 

This  technical  amendment  would  allow  the  Commonwealth  to  seek  an  indictment  not 
only  on  a  murder  charge  against  a  juvenile,  but  also  on  any  companion  offenses  arising 
out  of  the  same  incident. 
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"Students  Ste*&  Out" 


The  fear  of  becoming  a  victim  of  violence  is  one  we  all 
share,  not  matter  what  our  age.  The  following  poems 
were  written  by  kids  from  the  United  Youth  of  Boston 
and  were  published  in  their  winter  and  spring  newspapers. 
The  poems  show  us  how  some  "Students  Speak  Out" 
about  violence. 

Stofr  t£e  ^Violence 
(^evettye)  front  tcv* 

i*f  Stic  3£. 

/  heard  someone  died  the  other  day. 

Some  kid  down  the  street  from  around  the  way. 

He  messed  around  and  he  caught  a  bad  one. 

I  wonder  how  I  would  feel  if  that  was  my  son. 

I  can't  stand  to  see  someone  lying  on  the  ground. 

I  said  this  before,  "You're  putting  your  own  race  down." 

The  gangs  get  deeper  and  deeper  every  day. 

They  sell  enough  drugs,  so  they  can  get  that  quick  pay. 

They  carry  their  straps  to  prove  a  point. 

After  their  missions,  they  smoke  a  joint. 

The  graves  get  packed  with  our  own  kind. 

'Cause  someone  didn't  use  the  power  of  their  mind. 

Hurting  someone's  family  member  and  making  them  sad. 

Making  Jesus  Christ  upset  and  very  mad. 

He  brought  us  on  this  earth  to  make  love  and  peace. 

To  love  one  another,  not  to  put  each  other  to  a  cease. 

The  violence  in  this  world  must  come  to  an  end. 

The  problems  people  can't  even  comprehend. 

You  must  love  your  roots  with  lots  of  trust. 

Coming  together  in  unity  is  a  must. 

'Cause  I'm  trying  to  get  all  the  community's  attention. 

To  understand  the  strong  statements  that  I  mention. 

Mothers  and  relatives  are  standing  in  a  mute  silence. 

Have  faith  in  each  other  and  think 

to  STOP  THE  VIOLENCE. 


If  you  would  like  to  submit  an  article  for  the 
next  "Students  Speak  Out"  column, 

the  deadline  is  April  1, 1995. 


Innocent  and  intended  victims  are  silenced 
by  the  barrel  of  a  gun. 
Violence  plagues  the  inner  city  youth  like  a 
menacing  darkness  overshadowing  the  light 
of  happiness. 

Potentially  brilliant  minds  filled  with  lies 
and  deceit. 

Young  brothers  and  sisters  believe  in  the 
power  of  the  gun. 
Force  makes  right. 

Society  teaches  strength  overcomes  weak- 
ness, brute  force. 

The  weak  are  beaten  down  even  killed. 
But  if  one  person  takes  the  time  to  care, 
the  despair  can  end. 

Using  your  gifts  to  help  another  in  trouble, 
Then  individuals  realize  it  can  start  with 
one  positive  influence. 
The  power  of  the  gun  will  lose  its  grip  on 
youth. 

The  domino  effect  influences  youth  to  settle 
differences  positively  and  not  negatively. 
One  individual  can  change  the  direction, 
Self-hate  to  self-love  called  pride. 
Hear  the  voice  of  the  lost,  reach  out  to 
them. 
Be  there. 

Use  your  gifts  to  plant  new  seeds  of  hope. 
That  stir  the  soul  to  action. 
Confidence  empowers  the  youth  to  reach 
beyond  their  limits. 

A  new  path  lay  ahead,  but  the  power  lies  in 
you. 

No  one  else  can  do  it  except  you. 
If  life  does  not  turn  out 
The  way  you  want  it  to, 
Then  look  in  the  mirror,  the  person  respon- 
sible for  your  happiness  is  you. 
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UPDATING  OUR  MAILING  LIST... 


Please  help  us  to  help  you.  If  you  have  moved  to  a  new  address,  know  someone 
who  would  like  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  Urban  AGenda,  or  feel  you  are  no  longer 
interested  in  receiving  this  publication,  please  let  us  know  by  filling  out  the  appropriate 
section  below. 

Please  complete  where  appropriate  and  return  to:  Denise  Snyder,  Publications 
Coordinator,  One  Ashburton  Place,  20th  Fl,  Boston,  MA  02108 


NAME  /  ADDRESS  CHANGE: 


m 
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ADDITIONS  TO  MAILING  LIST: 


NAME: 
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>>■■) mm m m« « 


REMOTE  NAME  FROM  MAILING  LIST! 
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URBAN 


May  5, 1995 


To  The  Citizens  of  Massachusetts: 


The  prevention  of  youth  violence  continues  to  be  a  major  focus  of  my  administration.  Over  the  last  few  months,  I  have 
spoken  with  students,  parents,  educators,  and  youth  workers  about  how  we  must  work  together  to  reduce  youth  violence.    From 
Milford  to  Leominster,  Boston  to  Auburn,  and  Worcester  to  Falmouth,  many  of  us  are  working  on  solutions  to  the  violence  which 
plagues  our  communities. 

As  your  Attorney  General,  I  have  been  actively  pursuing  statewide  remedies  to  this  problem  through  a  combination  of  new 
legislation  that  takes  assault  weapons  off  our  streets,  youth  programs  that  teach  our  children  alternatives  to  violence,  and  tough 
law  enforcement  that  severely  punishes  those  who  commit  senseless  acts  of  violence. 


There  are  exciting  indications  that  the  comprehensive  efforts 
of  community  leaders,  families,  and  schools  to  stop  the  violence  are 
in  fact  working.  The  use  of  intermediate  sanctions,  "zero  tolerance 
for  violence"  policies  in  schools,  and  peer  mediation  programs  are 
just  some  of  the  examples  of  things  being  done  around  our  state  to 
stop  the  violence. 

While  we  have  to  find  ways  to  stop  the  violence,  we  must  also 
continue  to  address  other  critical  issues  which  continue  to  impact 
our  urban  centers.  This  newsletter  will  highlight  efforts  on  several 
fronts  which  help  to  make  our  communities  better  places  to  learn, 
work  and  live. 

The  following  pages  detail  work  done  not  only  in  regard  to 
youth  violence,  but  also  in  the  areas  of  abandoned  housing  and 
housing  discrimination,  the  federal  crime  bill,  "Operation  Take 
Back,"  and  community  benefits  guidelines  for  hospitals  and  HMOs. 
I  hope  you  will  find  this  issue  of  the  Urban  AGenda  both  helpful  and 
informative  in  your  own  endeavors  to  improve  our  society. 
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Harshbarger 

Advocates  Intermediate 

Sanctions  Bill 

In  February,  A.G.  Harshbarger  testified  before 
legislators  in  support  of  a  program  which 
would  sentence  nonviolent  offenders  to 
perform  supervised  community  service  as  an 
alternative  to  jail  time  spent  in  already 
overcrowded  state  prisons. 

The  bill  on  intermediate  sanctions  now  before 
the  legislature  would  place  nonviolent 
offenders  on  probation  under  close  supervi- 
sion by  court  officials  and  require  them  to 
either  work  or  participate  in  a  training  or 
education  program.  As  needed,  offenders 
would  also  seek  drug  or  alcohol  abuse 
treatment.  Other  provisions  in  the  legislation 
subject  those  convicted  to  random  drug 
testing,  the  payment  for  any  victim  losses, 
contributions  to  defray  the  cost  of  the 
program,  and  the  continuation  of  any  child 
support  payments.  Participation  in  literacy 
training  would  also  be  required  as  necessary. 

In  addition  to  reducing  recidivism  rates 
among  minor  offenders,  the  proposed  program 
would  free  up  crowded  prison  space  for  violent 
criminals  to  serve  out  more  of  their  sentences. 

The  bill,  which  is  favored  by  many  law 
enforcers,  is  styled  after  a  $25  million 
program  in  Connecticut  that  is  saving  that 
state  about  $84  million  a  year  in  prison 
operating  expenses  and  has  eliminated  the 
need  to  spend  $600  million  to  build  additional 
jail  facilities.  In  addition,  the  alternative 
sentencing  of  more  than  4,000  criminal 
offenders  resulted  in  200,000  hours  of 
community  service,  for  which  no  man/woman 
power  was  previously  available. 


ASSAULT  WEAPONS  BAN 
PROPOSED  BY  HARSHBARGER 

In  February,  Attorney  General  Harshbarger,  joined  by  Senator  Cheryl 
Jacques  (D-Needham)  and  Representative  James  Brett  (D-Dorchester),  proposed 
a  ban  on  assault  weapons  which  would  make  it  more  difficult,  more  dangerous 
and  more  costly  for  criminals  to  obtain,  carry  or  use  assault  weapons.  The  ban 
would,  in  the  words  of  the  Attorney  General,  "work  to  keep  deadly  assault 
weapons  out  of  the  hands  of  criminals  without  taking  a  single  gun  away  from 
legitimate  owners  who  are  law  abiding  citizens." 

The  ban,  which  would  apply  to  25  different  assault  weapons,  goes 
beyond  the  national  ban  of  19  weapons  included  in  Congress1  crime  bill  and  would 
impose  a  lifetime  ban  on  gun  ownership  by  convicted  felons.  The  legislation 
purposely  duplicates  the  federal  bans  in  case  Congress  decides  to  reverse  or 
weaken  last  year's  crime  bill.  The  bill  includes  additional  weapons  because, 
according  to  statistics,  many  of  the  guns  in  the  federal  bill  are  rarely  used  by 
killers  in  Massachusetts. 

A.G.  Harshbarger  cited  the  1992  Simon's  Rock  case,  where  a  student 
legally  obtained  the  assault  weapon  which  he  used  in  a  shooting  spree  that  left 
two  dead  and  four  wounded,  as  an  example  of  why  the  ban  is  a  necessity  in 
Massachusetts. 

A  summary  of  the  assault  weapon  bill: 


Bans  the  sale  of  25  assault  weapons,  six  more  than  covered 
in  the  federal  law  passed  in  1994 

Bans  the  sale  of  high-volume  magazines  or  ammunition 
belts  that  hold  more  than  10  rounds 

Imposes  a  mandatory  five-year  prison  sentence  for  people 
convicted  of  using  a  gun  to  commit  a  felony 

Imposes  a  mandatory  one-year  prison  sentence  for  people  convicted  of 
illegal  transfer  or  illegal  possession  of  an  assault  weapon 

Prohibits  anyone  convicted  of  a  felony  from  obtaining  a  gun  permit  for 


Requires  the  renewal  of  firearm  identification  cards  every  five  years 

Makes  the  illegal  sale  of  a  gun  a  felony,  punishable  by  a  fine  of  up  to 
$10,000  or  up  to  10  years  in  prison 
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STUDENTS  SPEAK  OUT 

Timilty  Middle  School 
VIOLENCE  FREE 
PROCLAMATION 

On  April  Twelfth,  Nineteen  Hundred  and 
Ninety- five,  We  the  students,  faculty, 
administrators,  parents,  and  community 
partners  of  the  James  R  Timilty  Middle 
School  of  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  hereby 
renew  our  pledge  made  on  May  Fifteenth, 
Nineteen  Hundred  and  Ninety,  declaring 
our  school  a  Violence  Free  lone. 

Whereas,  no  display  of  violence  will  be 

tolerated. 
Whereas,  no  guns,  knives,  or  any  type  of 

weapons  that  could  harm  our  fellow 

friends  will  be  accepted. 
Whereas,  no  drugs,  alcohol,  and  gangs 

are  approved. 
Whereas,  harmony,  friendship,  and 

understanding  will  be  honored  in 

ourschool. 

It  is  our  goal  to  make  our  school  the 
safest  in  Boston,  hoping  that  other 
schools  will  follow  us  throughout  the 
nation. 

Resolved-  We  hereby  proclaim  the  James 
P.  Timilty  Middle  School  in  Roxbury,  MA, 
to  be  a  Violence  Free  School. 


SCORE  UPDATE 


If  you  would  like  to  submit  a 

school  pledge  for  publication  in 

this  newsletter,  please  submit 

it  for  consideration  to: 

Denise  Snyder 

Office  of  the  Attorney  General 

One  Ashburton  Place,  20th  FL 

Boston,  MA  02108 


Settlement  with 

Copycat  Yellow  Pages 

Aids  Score  Program 

In  addition  to  being  banned 
from  selling  and  distributing  fake 
"yellow  page"  directories  to  businesses  in 
Massachusetts,  a  Florida  company  was 
ordered  in  March  to  pay  $45,000  in 
restitution,  relief  and  investigative  cost 
to  the  Attorney  General's  office.  Of  that 
amount,  $15,000  will  go  to  support  the 
A.G.'s  Student  Conflict  Resolution 
Experts  (SCORE)  program.  $10,000  will 
be  paid  in  restitution  to  the  Massachu- 
setts businesses,  another  $15,000  to  a 
Massachusetts  nonprofit  homeless  relief 
agency,  and  the  remaining  $5,000  will 
cover  investigative  costs. 

Harshbarger's  Consumer 
Protection  and  Antitrust  Division 
obtained  a  consent  judgment  against 
Directory  Publishing  Services,  Inc.  (DPS) 
and  its  owners,  publishers  of  "The  Yellow 
Pages  of  New  England,"  for  deceptive 
soliciting.  According  to  the  judgment, 
DPS  solicited  small  businesses  by 
deliberately  misleading  many  of  them  to 
believe  they  were  being  offered  tradi- 
tional directories  from  the  local  phone 
company  and  that  they  were  simply 
renewing  their  existing  yellow  page 
listing. 

The  SCORE  program  will  use 
the  settlement  money  to  expand  its 
conflict  mediation  programs  in  schools 
throughout  the  state. 


World  of  Difference 
Team  Harmony  Event 

In  an  extension  of  their  ongoing 
efforts  to  stem  teen  violence,  SCORE  peer 
mediators  from  across  the  state  attended 
December's  "World  of  Difference  Team 
Harmony  Event"  to  learn  more  about 
curbing  violence,  prejudice  and  bigotry  in 
our  society. 

Sponsored  by  the  Anti- Defama- 
tion League,  Blue  Cross  and  Blue  Shield  of 
Massachusetts,  the  Boston  Celtics,  New 
England  Patriots,  Boston  Red  Soxs,  Boston 
Bruins,  WCVB-TY  and  KISS  108  Radio,  the 
conference  also  provided  students  the 
opportunity  to  meet  such  local  sports 
celebrities  as  Drew  Bledsoe,  Dominique 
Wilkins,  and  Mo  Yaugh,  who  were  on  hand 
to  lend  their  support  to  the  students' 
efforts. 

The  900  students  who  partici- 
pated in  the  previous  year's  World  of 
Difference  Conference  at  Boston  University, 
developed  action  plans  to  combat  violence 
and  bigotry  among  young  people.  Those 
plans  were  unveiled  at  this  year's  Harmony 
event.  Student  representatives  then 
disseminated  the  information  to  their  peers 
at  their  respective  schools. 

A.G.  Harshbarger  attended  the 
follow-up  at  Melrose  High  School,  where  he 
shared  with  students  their  concerns  about 
and  solutions  to  violence. 


More  SCORE  news 


next  page 
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For  your  convenience, 
this  newsletter  is  avail- 
able in  alternative 
formats  for  persons 
with  disabilities.  To 
request  your  cop^ 
please  check  where 
applicable  and  mail  to 
the  following  address, 
or  call:  (617)  727-2200 
ext  2674 


Denise  Snyder 
Publications  Coord. 

Office  of  the 

Attorney  General 

One  Ashburton  Place, 

20th  Floor 

Boston,  MA  02108 
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CIT'S  PEER 

MEDIATORS  Defuse 

Conflict  in  Plymouth 

School 

Two  Taunton  High  School  peer 
mediators  were  part  of  a  Crisis  interven- 
tion Team  (CIT),  which  recently  helped  to 
defuse  an  ongoing  conflict  at  Plymouth 
South  High  School. 

Plagued  by  a  month-long 
conflict  between  two  groups  of  male 
students  at  the  Plymouth  school, 
administrators  called  on  the  Attorney 
General  for  CIT  assistance.   The  CIT  that 
went  into  the  school  consisted  of  several 
community  mediators  and  two  student 
mediators  from  Taunton  High. 

While  the  students  involved  in 
the  conflict  at  first  resisted  mediation, 
after  a  one-on-one  discussion  with  one  of 
the  Taunton  peer  mediators  both  sides 
agreed  to  enter  into  mediation  with  the 
stipulation  they  work  only  with  the  two 
student  mediators. 

The  two  student  mediators 
worked  with  each  member  of  the  two 
opposing  groups  one  at  a  time  until  all  of 
their  concerns  were  individually  aired 
and  addressed.  They  then  held  meetings 
with  increasingly  larger  groups  of  the 
students.  The  final  step  involved  a 
mediation  session  between  the  two 
groups  which  led  to  a  positive  resolution 
of  the  conflict. 
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This  successful  effort  is  an 
excellent  example  of  how  peer  mediation 
can  teach  people  to  listen  and  respect 
other  people's  point  of  view  and  choose 
alternatives  to  violence  when  resolving 
their  differences. 

For  more  information  on  Crisis 
Intervention  Teams,  please  call  Kathy 
Grant  at  (617)  727-2200. 

Spreading  the  SCORE 

Message  Around  the 

Country 

Kathy  Grant,  the  Director  of 
Mediation  Services  &  Coordinator  of 
SCORE  for  the  Attorney  General,  has  been 
busy  touting  the  benefits  of  SCORE  and 
Conflict  Intervention  Teams  (CIT)  as  an 
invited  guest  speaker  at  school  violence 
conferences  around  the  country. 

Since  January,  Ms.  Grant  has 
spoken  about  the  SCORE  program  to 
audiences  in  New  Hampshire,  Mississippi, 
Virginia,  and  Los  Angeles,  California.  In 
New  Hampshire,  Ms.  Grant  was  the 
Keynote  speaker  at  the  Peer  Mediation 
Awareness  Conference  sponsored  by  the 
New  Hampshire  Bar  Association. 

Conferences  in  Alexandria, 
Virginia  and  Los  Angeles,  California  were 
national  events  where  Ms.  Grant  led 
sessions  on  "SCORE"  and  "CIT"  as  well  as 
"Mediation:  An  Effective  Response  to 
School  Violence." 
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THE  FOOD  PROJECT 


Farming,  particularly  when 
done  by  youth,  may  seem  a  long  way 
from  affairs  of  the  Attorney  General's 
office,  but  the  connection  isn't  so 
farfetched.  Successful  community 
programs  for  youth  provide  respect  and 
support,  relevant  work  experience,  and 
the  opportunity  to  take  on  real  responsi- 
bilities. 

For  three  years,  The  Food 
Project  in  Lincoln  has  fostered  learning, 
safety,  and  the  building  of  community  by 
engaging  youth  from  different  back- 
grounds in  growing  food  for  their 
families,  their  neighbors,  and  people  in 
need.  Young  people  from  the  Boston  area 
work  together  April  through  October 
growing  over  20  tons  of  food.  They  not 
only  grow  the  vegetables  but  also  have 
the  opportunity  to  meet  those  for  whom 
it  is  grown,  allowing  them  to  participate 
in  a  complete  cycle  of  production  and 
distribution.  They  cook  and  serve  the 
food  at  the  soup  kitchens  in  the  summer, 
work  at  a  farmers'  market  in  Boston,  and 
distribute  organic  vegetables  once  a  week 
to  shareholders  in  the  Lincoln  area  and 
in  Dorchester  on  Dudley  Street. 

The  eight  week  paid  summer 
program  for  young  teens,  growing  40,000 
pounds  of  organic  vegetables,  and 
creating  a  model  of  a  productive 
community  is  an  appropriate  experience 
for  a  wide  range  of  abilities,  back- 
grounds, skills  and  needs.  Teens  who 
have  made  poor  decisions,  need  a  safe 
work  environment,  or  who  are  falling 
through  the  cracks,  work  side  by  side 
with  peers  who  are  succeeding  and  serve 


unconsciously  as  role  models.  The 
modeling  of  success  and  responsibility  by 
teens  from  both  Boston  and  suburbs  is  a 
hopeful  message  to  all  and  quietly  breaks 
stereotypes. 

The  demand  for  meaningful 
summer  jobs  for  young  teens  is  great,  yet 
the  opportunities  are  limited.  The 
overwhelming  response  to  The  Food 
Project's  model  of  community,  which 
combines  productivity  with  helping 
others  and  learning  with  fun,  is  proof  of 
the  need  for  more  job  obtions  for  our 
youth.  By  integrating  these  elements 
into  a  farming  program,  the  Project 
demonstrates  what  is  possible  when  we 


work  together  to  benefit  our  youth. 

For  more  information  about 
The  Food  Project,  and  how  to  become 
involved,  call  Pat  at  (617)  259-8621. 


PARTNERSHIP  FOR  PEACE 

Newburyport  celebrated  its  second  annual  Partnership  For  Peace  Month  in 
March.  Partnership  for  Peace  is  an  organized  effort  by  the  community  - 
including  the  schools,  business  community,  local  clergy,  the  City  Govern- 
ment and  all  non-profit  organizations  -  to  end  the  violence  plaguing  so 
many  homes,  classrooms  and  neighborhoods  throughout  the  state. 

In  an  effort  to  teach  both  children  and  adults  that  there  are  alternatives  to 
solving  disputes  other  than  violence,  the  city  organized  activities  such  as  a 
film  festival,  an  inter-faith  healing  service,  a  comic  performance,  classes 
and  conferences.  Topics  included  "Defending  Our  Lives,"  "Conflict  Resolu- 
tion for  Parents,"  "Creating  a  Peaceful  Community,"  "Deconstructing  the 
Messages  of  Children's  Television,"  "Supporting  Child  Witnesses  of  Domestic 
Violence,"  and  "Growing  Up  Male  and  Female  in  an  Image-Based  Society." 

Our  congratulations  to  Mayor  Lisa  Mead  and  the  City  of  Newburyport  for 
their  continued  work  in  the  campaign  against  violence.  Your  efforts  are  a 
model  for  so  many  interested  in  pro-actively  eliminating  violence  from  our 
communities. 
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Harshbarger  Praises  State  Legislature's 
Passage  of  Warrant  Reform 


Joining  Suffolk  County  Sheriff  Robert  Rufo  in  December,  A.G.  Harsh- 
barger praised  the  legislature  for  enacting  a  landmark  warrant  reform  bill 
which  will  make  it  more  difficult  for  criminals  who  are  wanted  on  outstanding 
warrants  to  slip  through  the  cracks  in  the  judicial  system. 

The  bill,  which  was  conceived  by  Sheriff  Rufo  and  drafted  by  a  non- 
partisan committee  created  by  the  Urban  Violence  Summit  (co-chaired  by  the 
Attorney  General  and  the  Governor),  addresses  serious  flaws  in  the  current 
antiquated  and  paper-intensive  warrant  system. 

Key  features  of  the  reform  bill  include  on-line,  computerized  availabil- 
ity and  legal  recognition  of  "electronic  warrants;"  mandatory  court  system  and 
law  enforcement  checks  for  arrest  or  default  warrants  to  prevent  arrestees 
wanted  in  other  jurisdictions  from  being  released  inappropriately  on  recogni- 
zance or  bail;  inter-court  bailing;  and  increased  assessments  on  defaulters  that 
will  be  payable  to  cities  and  towns. 


^ 


Civil  Rights  for 

Students,  Teachers, 
and  Administrators 

On  May  4, 1995,  the  Attorney  General's 
office  will  be  participating  in  the  Boston 
Public  School's  Civil  Rights  for  Students, 
Teachers,  and  Administrators  workshop. 
The  workshop  is  for  members  of  the  School 
She  Council  network  and  will  provide 
members  an  understanding  of  the  school's 
role  in  protecting  the  civil  rights  of  staff, 
students,  and  parents.  In  addition,  the 
worksho  will  review  legislative  mandates 
and  outline  the  steps  staff  and  students 
may  take  if  they  feel  they  have  been 
discriminated  against  in  the  school  setting. 
Members  of  the  Civil  Rights  Division  as  well 
as  the  Family  and  Community  Crimes 
Bureau  will  explain  civil  rights  laws  and  the 
role  of  the  Attorney  General  as  regards 
those  rights. 

Each  Boston  Public  School  has  a  School  Site 
council  comprised  of  parents,  teachers, 
administrators,  and  students  who  are  the 
primary  decision-makers  in  their  schools. 
Over  300  members  of  the  Council  play  an 
important  role  in  establishing  the  Boston 
public  schools'  direction  and  future. 


Leominster 
Students  Research 
"Kids  and  Violence" 

In  February,  students  in 
the  Leominster  public  schools  Future 
Problem  Solvers  program  probed 
Attorney  General  Harshbarger  and 
local  violence  prevention  experts  for 
their  opinions  on  the  topic  of  youth 
violence  as  part  of  their  research  on 
"Kids  and  Violence." 


The  Future  Problem  Solvers 
program  asks  participating  students  to  solve 
a  problem,  set  20  years  in  the  future,  about 
kids  and  violence  as  part  of  an  upcoming 
competition.  Local  winners  go  on  to 
compete  on  statewide,  national  and 
international  levels. 

The  panel  discussion  provided 
students  the  opportunity  to  pose  questions 
to  experts  regarding  the  promotion  of  family 
values,  the  correlation  between  violence  and 


drug  use,  and  possible  remedies  such  as 
youth  mediation  programs. 

A.G.  Harshbarger  noted  that 
the  Leominster  event  is  a  model  of  the 
type  of  discussions  that  should  be 
happening  all  around  the  country.  In 
addition  to  talking  about  the  causes  of 
violent  behavior,  Harshbarger  and  others 
stressed  peer  mediation  programs  as  a 
valuable  tool  in  teaching  that  problems 
can  be  solved  without  violence. 
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SAFE  SCHOOLS  CONFERENCE 


On  April  5&6,  Attorney  General  Harshbarger  co-hosted  the  Keeping 
Our  Schools  Safe:  Comprehensive  Approaches  Conference 

in  Falmouth,  MA  -  the  third  in  a  series  of  school  safety  conferences  Harsh- 
barger has  sponsored  since  becoming  Attorney  General. 

Delivering  opening  remarks  and  acting  as  moderator  for  the  school 
safety  panel  presentation,  Harshbarger  advocated  the  conference  theme  of  a 
comprehensive  approach  to  ending  school  violence.  Harshbarger  stated  that 
collaborating  with  students,  parents,  teachers,  and  administrators,  as  well  as 
with  community  businesses  and  social  organizations  to  create  a  holistic  violence 
prevention  plan  would  be  the  key  to  saving  our  youth  and  building  stronger 
communities. 

The  conference  was  sponsored  by  the  Office  of  the  Attorney  General 
and  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education.  Open  to  educators,  counsel- 
ors, social  workers,  law  enforcement  personnel,  medical  professionals  and  any 
others  interested  in  youth  violence  prevention,  the  two  day  event  also  featured 
workshops  by  attorney  general  staff  members  AAG  Norah  Wylie,  Deputy  Chief  of 
Family  &  Community  Crimes  Bureau,  AAGs  Carolyn  Keshian  and  Susan  Kang, 
and  Kathy  Grant,  Director  of  Mediation  Services,  who  oversees  the  A.G.'s  Local 
Consumer  Groups  and  SCORE  program. 

Featured  workshops  included  examples  of  programs  which  have  proven 
successful  in  our  many  of  our  schools  in  the  areas  of: 


school  discipline 

sexual  harassment 

dating  violence 

child  abuse 

businesses  as  partners 

violence  in  sports 

young  women  and  violence 

prevention  programs  for  parents 

violence  in  the  media 

conflict  resolution 

peer  mediation 

communities,  cultures,  coalitions 

youth  and  gangs 

civil  rights  issues 
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Harshbarger 

moderates  Worcester 

Violence  Forum 

In  February,  A.G.  Harshbarger  moderated  a 
Neighborhood  Violence  Panel  discussion  held 
at  Clark  University's  Tilton  Hall.  The  panel, 
which  was  sponsored  by  WGMC-TV3  and 
Youth  Opportunities  Upheld,  Inc.,  consisted  of 
city,  school,  business,  medical,  and  govern- 
ment representatives,  including  Mayor  Ray 
Mariano,  who  agree  that  cooperation  between 
law  enforcement,  city,  business,  and  commu- 
nity residents  is  essential  to  reverse  the 
problem  of  violence. 

Model  programs  such  as  crime  watch  groups, 
DARE  (Drug  Abuse  Resistance  Education), 
and  GUTS  (a  drug  education  program  at  the 
Lakeside  Apartments),  as  well  as  the  city's 
new  "zero  tolerance  for  drugs"  zone,  were  all 
credited  as  significant  steps  in  alleviating  the 
violence  that  plagues  many  of  our  urban 
communities. 

Kudos  to  YOU,  Inc.  and  to  WGMC-TV3\u 
their  dedication  to  making  this  important 
event  a  reality. 
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Safe  Neighborhood  Initiative  Update 


SNI  CONFERENCE 

This  fall,  the  Attorney  General's  office  in  cooperation  with  the  Suffolk  County  District 
Attorney's  office,  the  Boston  Mayor's  office  and  the  Boston  Police  Department  will  sponsor  a 
state-wide  conference  on  the  Safe  Neighborhood  Initiative  (SNI)  partnership.  The  SNI  is  a  joint 
effort  of  law  enforcement  and  government  officials,  local  organizations  and  community 
residents  working  together  in  a  designated  geographic  area  to  create  a  safer,  more  productive 
setting  for  families  and  local  businesses. 

In  February  of  1993,  the  partners  launched  the  Safe  Neighborhood  Initiative  in  a 
Dorchester  community  of  Boston.  The  ability  to  establish  new  businesses  in  the  neighborhood, 
provide  more  community  oriented  events  for  its  residents,  and  deter  violence  on  its  streets,  has 
been  essential  to  this  community's  revhalization. 

The  conference  will  showcase  the  SNI  parternship's  goals  and  achievements.  The 
program  will  demonstrate  a  model  for  other  community  leaders  and  residents  from  across  the 
Commonwealth  to  replicate  in  their  neighborhoods. 

As  a  recipient  of  this  newsletter,  you  will  receive  information  on  registering  for  this 
important  conference.  For  further  information,  please  contact: 

Sheila  Martin,  Conference  Coordinator,  at  (617)  727-2200. 


8th  ANNUAL  SNI  NEIGHBORHOOD 
CLEAN-UP  AND  COOKOUT 

Saturday,  May  13th 
THANK  YOU!! 

Thank  you  to  everyone  who  volunteered  with  the  SNI  clean-up.  Your  efforts  helped  to 
restore  our  community  to  one  of  which  we  can  all  be  proud!  With  the  help  of  so  many 
our  task  was  made  easier  and  much  more  fun! 


More  SNI  News: 

"THIS  NEIGHBORHOOD 
MEANS  BUSINESS" 

A  new  20-part  series  of  seminars 
that  will  teach  merchants  and  small  business 
owners  basic  business  skills  needed  to  survive 
and  prosper  is  underway  in  the  Bowdoin  Street 
/  Geneva  Avenue  section  of  Dorchester.  Skills 
taught  will  include  book-keeping,  marketing, 
how  to  write  a  business  plan  and  how  to  read 
tax  codes  and  other  regulations. 

The  series  is  funded  by  a  public- 
private  partnership  that  includes  the  Attorney 
General's  Safe  Neighborhood  Initiative,  the  city 
of  Boston,  Fleet  Bank,  and  the  Massachusetts 
Committee  on  Criminal  Justice,  and  is  run  by 
the  Dorchester  Center  for  Adult  Education.  The 
weekly  seminars  run  from  February  7  through 
June  27  and  are  offered  in  both  English  and 
Spanish. 

The  idea  for  the  educational  series 
was  conceived  by  the  Bowdoin  Street/  Geneva 
Avenue  Merchants  Association  in  an  effort  to 
stabilize  businesses  in  the  neighborhood 
thereby  helping,  over  the  long-run,  to  stabilize 
the  entire  community. 

In  the  last  year,  IS  new  businesses 
have  opened  in  this  Safe  Neighborhood 
Community. 


*****  SN|  EXPANSION  ***** 


Good  news! 


The  SNI  neighborhood  in  Dorchester  is  expanding  to  include  the  Saint  Marks  community.  In  addition,  The  SNI  will  begin  a  new  project 
effort  in  the  neighborhood  of  Grove  Hall  in  Roxbury.  Welcome  to  you  both.  We  look  forward  to  working  together  with  you  to  make 
these  urban  communities  safer,  more  enjoyable  places  to  live,  learn  and  work.  Watch  for  more  information  to  follow. 
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THE  FIGHT  AGAINST  HOUSING 
DISCRIMINATION 


Throughout  the  state,  Attorney 
General  Harshbarger  has  been  actively 
involved  in  the  fight  against  discrimina- 
tory housing  practices. 

In  the  last  four  months, 
Harshbarger  has  filed  suits  or  taken  other 
action  against  a  Medford  landlord 
accused  of  not  renting  an  apartment  to  a 
potential  tenant  with  a  child;  the 
landlord  of  the  Charlesbank  Estates 
complex  in  Waltham;  and  the  landlord  of 
Lynn's  Neptune  Towers  &  Associates, 
which  provides  HUD  subsidized  housing 
to  the  public.  The  latter  two  are  accused 
of  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  race  and 
color. 

In  the  Medford  case,  the 
landlord  allegedly  violated  the  Anti- 
discrimination Act  by  failing  to  rent  the 
apartment  to  the  mother  and  failing  to 
delead  the  dwelling.  That  act  states  that 
landlords  may  not  discriminate  against 
qualified  tenants  by  denying  rental 
because  of  the  presence  of  lead  paint.  By 
law,  they  must  remove  the  lead  paint  in 
that  situation. 

The  lawsuit  against  the  Medford 
Landlord  seeks  monetary  damages  for  the 
alleged  victim  and  an  injunction 
preventing  the  landlord  from 
discriminatorily  denying  housing  in  the 
future. 

In  the  Charlesbank  Estates 
case,  the  alleged  victim,  who  is  black, 
made  an  appointment  over  the  phone  to 


see  an  apartment.  When  he  arrived,  he 
was  informed  that  the  apartment  was  no 
longer  available.  Shortly  after,  a  white 
co-worker  expressed  interest  in  the  same 
complex  and  was  offered  several 
available  apartments. 


Charlesbank  Estates  is  a  225 
unit  complex.  As  of  last  fall,  the  complex 
had  only  one  black  tenant.  Our  office  is 
currently  pursuing  the  matter. 

Finally,  in  the  Neptune  Towers 
case,  the  defendant  allegedly  violated  the 
state  Anti- Discrimination  Act  by  denying 
rental  housing  to  an  African-American 
woman  on  the  basis  of  race  and  color. 
The  alleged  victim  applied  for  the  HUD 
housing  in  1991.  Having  called  repeat- 
edly from  1991  to  1993  to  inquire  on  the 
status  of  her  application,  she  was 
allegedly  told  she  was  still  on  a  waiting 
list  and  would  have  to  be  patient. 
Meanwhile,  more  recent  applicants  were 
able  to  obtain  apartments  at  Neptune 
Towers  before  the  alleged  victim. 

The  percentage  of  black  renters 
at  the  Lynn  apartment  complex  dropped 
from  25  percent  in  1987  to  14  percent  in 
1993.  The  lawsuit  filed  seeks  money  for 
the  alleged  victim  and  an  injunction 
prohibiting  the  landlord  from  discrimi- 
nating in  the  future. 


Review  Finds  Many 

Poor  Homeowners 

Lack  Insurance 

A  preliminary  review  of  insurance 
data  conducted  by  AG  Harshbarger  has 
revealed  that  insurance  companies  have 
abandoned  home  owners  in  Boston's  poorer 
neighborhoods.  The  data  shows  that  a  great 
majority  of  the  insurance  written  in  Boston's 
minority  areas  is  written  by  the  FAIR  Plan,  an 
insurer  of  last  resort. 

Following  complaints  from  consumer 
advocates,  the  Attorney  General  began  looking 
into  the  writing  practices  of  insurance  com- 
panies. He  discovered  that  there  is  no  public 
information  available  on  where  companies 
provide  insurance  or  why  they  refuse  to 
provide  it.  As  a  result  of  this  discovery, 
Harshbarger  testified  to  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  and  to  the 
state  legislature  that  they  should  issue  rules 
that  would  require  insurance  companies  to 
provide  this  information.  Legislation  is  now 
pending  before  the  legislature. 

The  data  reviewed  by  Harshbarger  is 
part  of  data  obtained  from  a  1994  nationwide 
study  conducted  by  the  National  Association 
of  Insurance  Commissioners. 

One  of  the  reasons  that  it  is  difficult 
to  buy  insurance  in  low  income  areas  is  that 
there  are  no  agents  licensed  by  companies  to 
sell  their  policies.  As  a  result,  agents  sell  only 
the  FAIR  Plan.  But  with  the  FAIR  Plan,  home 
owners  cannot  finance  their  premiums  as  they 
can  with  insurance  companies  and  they 
cannot  buy  replacement  coverage  for  personal 
items.  AG  Harshbarger's  goal  is  to  have 
insurance  companies  sell  insurance  to  all 
home  owners  in  Massachusetts. 
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"Abandoned  Housing  Recover/'  Project 


The  Attorney  General's 
Abandoned  Housing  Task  Force  is 
currently  involved  in  developing  a 
project  that  would  recover  abandoned 
housing  and,  through  appointed 
receivers,  renovate  the  properties  to 
building  code  standards.  Costs  would 
then  be  billed  to  the  property  owners.  If 
the  repairs  are  left  unpaid  by  the 
owners,  the  property  would  be  fore- 
closed on  and  auctioned.  The  goal  of 
the  project  is  to  attract  owner- 
occupants  who  would  take  a  vested 
interest  in  the  properties. 

The  project  has  been  made 
possible  through  a  1993  receivership 
statute,  Section  1271  of  Chapter  1 1 1  of 
the  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  that 
allows  a  public  agency  to  bring  an 
action  to  appoint  a  receiver.  If,  upon 
notice  to  the  landlord  and  creditor,  no 
action  is  taken  by  either  party  to 
undertake  renovations  to  bring  their 
property  up  to  code,  the  A.G.'s  office 


would  then  seek  to  appoint  a  receiver. 
The  receiver  would,  under  the  statute, 
have  a  limited  scope  of  liability  related  to 
the  work  undertaken  at  the  property.  The 
costs  and  expenses  incurred  by  the 
receiver  would  become  a  priority  lien 
recoverable  against  both  the  landlord  and 
the  property. 

The  Attorney  General's  office 
seeks  to  work  with  municipalities  and 
local  community  groups  on  this  project  to 
establish  partnerships  that  create  models 
which  can  then  be  replicated  by  other 
communities.  Currently,  the  A.G.'s  office 
is  working  with  two  such  communities  in 
Boston  and  Springfield  and  has  sent 
notices  to  landlords  and  creditors  of 
abandoned  buildings  in  those  communi- 
ties. 


For  more  information  on 
becoming  a  receiver  or 
becoming  involved  in  a 
partnership  to  recover  and 
restore  abandoned  property 
in  your  community, 
please  contact: 

Stuart  Rossman 
at 

(617)  227-2200 
X34I8 


Watch  for  updates  on  this  exciting  project. 


"Operation 
Take  Back" 

A  program  designed  to  halt 

drug  dealing  in  local 

neighborhoods  and  return 

properties  where  dealings 

occur  to  the  neighborhood 

for  legitimate  uses. 

The  Attorney  General's  office, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Middlesex 
County  D.A.'s  office,  is  seeking 
forfeiture  of  three  Lowell  apartment 
buildings  believed  to  be  the  site  of 
much  drug  activity  over  the  last  year 
and  a  half. 

An  injunction  was  sought  in 
January  against  Serboco  Realty  Trust, 
owner  of  the  buildings  located  at 
26,36,  and  46  Park  Street  in  Lowell. 
The  complaint  filed  notes  nine 
incidents  of  narcotics  violations  over  a 
16  month  period  in  or  near  the 
apartments. 

If  the  injunction  is  granted, 
the  properties  would  be  turned  over  to 
the  state,  which  would  then  consider 
more  appropriate  uses  for  the  build- 
ings. 

Other  recent  "Operation  Take 
Back"recoveries  include  buildings  in 
Dorchester,  Chelsea,  Lowell,  and  Lawrence. 
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Hospitals  Respond 
Positively  to  Commu- 
nity Benefits 
Guidelines 

In  January,  Attorney  General 
Scott  Harshbarger  issued  Community 
Benefit  Guidelines  for  Nonprofit  Acute 
Care  Hospitals.    The  Guidelines  were 
developed  out  of  concern  that  many  of 
the  state's  residents,  including  the 
working  poor,  the  elderly,  and  at-risk 
women  and  children  are  without 
adequate  health  insurance  or  access  to 
primary  and  preventive  health  care. 

The  guidelines  ask  hospitals  to 
work  closely  with  communities  to  assess 
urgent  health  care  needs  and  to  prepare 
plans  with  specific  community  benefit 
programs. 

All  of  the  state's  77  nonprofit 
acute  care  hospitals  have  filed  Interim 
Community  Benefits  Reports  with  the 
A.G.'s  office  documenting  their  efforts  at 
creating  community  benefit  plans,  as 
designated  in  the  Guidelines.  The  reports 
set  forth  the  hospital's  community 
benefits  mission  statement,  membership 
of  the  hospital's  Community  Benefits 
Planning  committee  and  an  outline  of  the 
implementation  plan.  The  reports  are 
public  record  and  are  on  file  with 
Harshbarger's  Division  of  Public  Chari- 
ties. 


HMO  Community 
Benefit  Guidelines 

In  the  same  fashion  as  the 
community  benefit  guidelines  drawn  up 
for  hospitals,  A.G.  Harshbarger  is  now 
looking  to  Health  Maintenance  Organiza- 
tions (HMO's)  to  establish  community 
benefit  policies  as  part  of  their  corporate 
responsibility  to  consumers  and  commu- 
nities. 

The  A.G.'s  office  has  extended 
its  request  for  community  benefits  from 
hospitals  to  include  HMO's  in  an  attempt 
to  create  a  level  playing  field  for  all 
medical  facilities  as  regards  community 
involvement. 

The  AG  has  requested  that 
HMO's  report  annually  on  how  they 
address  the  public  health  needs  of  the 
communities  they  serve.  Based  on  what 
programs  are  already  existing  and  the 
needs  that  are  currently  unmet,  the 
office  hopes  to  develop  community  service 
guidelines  for  HMOs .  The  goal  of  this 
effort  is  to  develop  a  list  of  community 
benefit  programs  that  would  be  optional 
on  an  individual  basis,  but  mandatory  in 
that  all  HMOs  would  be  required  to 
undertake  some  of  those  programs. 


Harshbarger  Gains 

$4  Million  in  Benefits 

for  Consumers, 

Communities  in 

Health  Care  Merger 

As  part  of  an  agreement  with 
the  Attorney  General's  office  which 
resolving  antitrust  concerns  regarding 
the  merger  between  Harvard  Community 
Health  Plan  (HCHP)  and  Pilgrim  Health 
Care,  Inc.  (Pilgrim),  the  two  HMO' s  will 
provide  $4  million  in  benefits  to  the 
public  which  include: 

*  $3.25  million  in 
expenditures  for  violence 
prevention,  health  care  for  the 
homeless  and  AIDS  education 
programs  over  the  next  three 
years; 

*  a  new  $750,000 
program  to  help  pay  health 
care  costs  of  HCHP/Pilgrim 
members  who  lose  their  jobs; 

*  a  freeze  on  non-group 
and  small  group  rates  for  a 
year  and  a  2%  limit  on 
increases  for  other  groups. 

HCHP  and  Pilgrim  have  also 
agreed  to  work  to  increase  the  number  of 
new  elderly  members  in  its  Medicare  risk 
program  by  40,000  individuals  by  the 
end  of  1998. 
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Federal  Crime  Bill  Update 


May,  1995 


Massachusetts  Nets  Grants  for 
New  Police  Hires  and  Domestic  Violence  Programs 


Funds  for  more  community  policing 
and  domestic  violence  programs  are  on 
their  way  from  the  federal  government  to 
the  Commonwealth  as  part  of  the  federal 
crime  bill  passed  in  1994. 

In  December  of  1994,  President 
Clinton  announced  the  release  of  $327 
million  for  nearly  4,700  new  police 
officers  nationwide.  For  Massachusetts, 
that  means  $4.2  million  in  funding  for  56 
new  state  troopers.  In  addition,  Boston 
will  see  167  new  officers  hit  the  streets  by 
next  fall.  Massachusetts  cities  with 
populations  under  50,000  will  also  be 
eligible  for  up  to  twelve  new  officers  each. 


The  increase  in  police  officers  for 
the  city  of  Boston  translates  into  more 
beat  officers  for  communities  attempting 
to  be  proactive  in  their  crime  prevention 
efforts.  Beat  officers  are  placed  in 
neighborhoods  so  that  relationships  can 
be  facilitated  between  neighborhood  and 
law  enforcer.  Building  these  relation- 
ships promotes  trust  and  a  sense  of  team 
unity  in  an  effort  to  stop  crime  before  it 
starts. 

The  funding  for  new  cops  is  part  of 
the  $8.8  billion  authorized  for  commu- 
nity policing  by  the  federal  crime  bill. 


The  funds  allow  for  100,000  police 
officers  to  be  hired  by  the  year  2000. 

In  February,  President  Clinton  also 
announced  $26  million  in  grants  to  help 
states  prevent  violence  against  women. 
The  grants  were  authorized  under  the 
Violence  Against  Women  Act  and  will  help 
communities  fund  women's  shelters  and 
crisis  centers,  hire  prosecutors  and  pay 
for  rape  crisis  therapists,  victim's 
advocates  and  domestic  violence  hotlines. 
The  allocation  translates  to  $426,000  for 
domestic  violence  programs  for  Massa- 
chusetts. 


Office  of  tke  Attorney  General 
One  Asnlurton  Place,  20tn  Fl. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
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To  The  Citizens  Of  Massachusetts: 


September,  1995 


For  many,  the  activities  of  summer  are  quickly  becoming  a  memory.  Yet,  here  in  the  Attorney 
General's  office,  our  efforts  over  the  summer  -  the  creation  of  gn, action  plan* to  deter  gun  violence,  the  arrest 
and  prosecution  of  drug  rings  in  our  urban  neighborhoods,  the  proposal  of  new  laws  to  produce  gun-free 
school  zones  -  are  taking  hold  and  producing  real  results  now  and  for  the  future. 

Community  policing  programs  which  involve  beat  officers  on  the  street,  violence  prevention 
activities  for  our  youth,  and  open  communication  between  residents,  merchants,  and  patrolmen,  are  benefit- 
ing neighborhoods  across  the  Commonwealth.  The  city  of  Lowell  and  the  S.N.I,  in  Dorchester  are  just  two 
successful  examples  of  how  working  with  communities  in  a  comprehensive  effort  can  make  neighborhoods 
safer  and  more  accessible. 


Yet  our  efforts  to  create  safe  neighborhoods  go  beyond  violent  crime  prevention  and  prosecution. 
In  an  effort  to  encourage  investment  in  quality  housing  in  inner-city  neighborhoods,  my  office  has  worked  to 
ensure  availability  of  competitively  priced  homeowner's  insurance.    In  July,  my  office  issued  a  report  on  the 
homeowners'  insurance  industry  that  unveiled  the  wide-spread  use  of  redlining  practices  by  many  industry 
representatives  in  less  advantaged,  urban  communities.  The  refusal  to  write  policies  in  these  areas  forces 
homeowners  to  either  purchase  insurance  through  a  less  competitive  insurance  pool  or  forego  insurance  all 
together.   The  report  calls  on  the  industry  to  take  immediate  corrective  action  to  make  affordable  insurance 
options  available  in  these  communities. 

My  office  has  also  been  active  in  the 
coordination  of  conference  and  training  opportunities 
that  demonstrate  how  to  implement  local  violence 
prevention  efforts.  Conferences  on  the  Safe  Neighbor- 
hood Initiative  (S.N. I.),  domestic  violence  police 
training,  and  a  national  event  on  our  Student  Conflict 
Resolution  Experts  (S.C.O.R.E.)  program  all  focus  on 
teaching  interested  parties  how  to  implement  programs 
and  policies  that  create  safer  environments  for  every- 
one. 

Making  a  difference  -  that  is  what  the 
programs  in  this  newsletter  are  all  about.  Measures 
such  as  the  ones  I  have  mentioned  above,  along  with 
those  detailed  on  the  pages  within,  do  make  a  differ- 
ence. It  is  my  hope  they  will  help  to  create  the  type  of 
world  described  in  poems  written  by  students  at  the 
James  Michael  Curley  School  in  Jamaica  Plain  en- 
titled, "A  World  Without  Guns  and  Violence."    Please 
take  a  moment  to  read  some  of  their  heartfelt  words  on 
page  4. 

As  always,  I  hopeyou  find  the  enclosed 
both  interesting  and  infopnaHvT 
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Fighting  the  Drug  War 

22  Arrested  in  Waltham  Drug  Sweep 

First  operation  in  planned  statewide  crackdown 

In  May,  22  alleged  drug  dealers  were  arrested  for  a  variety  of  narcotic 
offenses  as  the  result  of  a  three-month  joint  investigation  by  the  Attor- 
ney General's  office  and  the  Waltham  Police  Department.  State 
troopers  assigned  to  the  AG's  office,  along  with  local  police,  raided 
several  alleged  drug  houses,  arrested  22  of  28  individuals  sought  and 
seized  10  motor  vehicles  under  the  drug  forfeiture  law.  They  also  filed 
civil  complaints  under  the  drug  forfeiture  and  public  nuisance  laws 
against  three  Waltham  properties  where  most  of  the  dealers  lived  and 
allegedly  dealt  narcotics.    Under  these  laws,  state  government  can 
take  away  such  properties  from  landlords  in  an  effort  to  make  neighbor- 
hoods safer. 

"Operation  Clean  Sweep"  in  Waltham  was  the  first  of  what  is  antici- 
pated to  be  several  crackdowns  on  drug  dealers  planned  by  the  AG's 
office  in  communities  around  the  state.  The  partnerships  between 
Harshbarger's  office  and  local  police  will  help  take  dealers  off  the 
streets,  make  it  more  difficult  for  criminals  to  do  business,  and  give 
victimized  neighborhoods  hope  for  a  better  quality  of  life. 

The  Waltham  investigation  targeted  locations  that  were  the  site  of  prior 
incidents  of  narcotics  violations,  and  focused  on  alleged  drug  dealers 
with  prior  records  for  drug  distribution.    As  part  of  the  investigation, 
which  was  initiated  in  March,  undercover  State  Police  and  Waftham 
Police  made  repeated  purchases  of  cocaine  from  suspected  drug 
dealers  in  the  community.  Each  alleged  dealer  made  numerous 
cocaine  sales  to  the  undercover  officers.  Twelve  of  the  defendants 
allegedly  sold  cocaine  to  the  officers  within  1 ,000  feet  of  a  school  or 
within  100  feet  of  a  playground. 

The  defendants  face  minimum  mandatory  one-year  sentences  in  the 
House  of  Correction  if  convicted  of  possession  of  a  Class  B  substance 
with  intent  to  distribute.  One  defendant  is  charged  with  trafficking  in 
more  than  100  grams  of  cocaine  and,  if  convicted,  faces  a  minimum 
mandatory  10-year  state  prison  sentence.  Defendants  who  allegedly 
sold  narcotics  within  1 ,000  feet  of  a  school  will  be  charged  with  that 
action  at  a  later  date  and  will,  if  convicted  on  that  charge,  face  a 
minimum  two-year  sentence  in  addition  to  their  other  sentence. 


Harshbarger  Receives  The  Boston 
Coalition's  Chairman's  Award 

In  May,  Attorney  General  Harshbarger  was  presented  with  The  Boston 
Coalition's  Chairman's  Award  for  his  efforts  to  reduce  violence  and  fight 
substance  abuse.  The  Coalition's  Criminal  Justice  /  Law  Enforcement 
Task  Force  is  involved  in  such  activities  as  establishing  Boston's  Drug 
Diversion  Court  and  piloting  a  Drug  Utilization  Forecasting  (DUF) 
Program.    Susan  Spurlock,  Deputy  Cheif  of  the  Criminal  Bureau,  is  the 
AG's  representative  on  the  Boston  Coalition. 
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Undercover  Work 
Produces  Summer 
Drug  Arrests 

Over  the  summer,  the  AG's  office 
has  been  successful  in  a  number 
of  criminal  investigations  involv- 
ing the  sale  or  intent  to  traffic 
narcotics  in  the  state.  From 
Boston  to  Waltham,  Lowell  to 
Leominster,  the  AG's  office  and 
undercover  police  assigned  to  it, 
have  arrested  and,  in  some  cases, 
already  obtained  convictions 
against  dozens  of  drug  dealers.  In 
addition  to  the  Waltham  drug  bust 
detailed  in  the  related  article  on 
this  page,  the  following  activities 
have  taken  place: 

♦  Late  spring  saw  the  conviction 
of  a  Webster  police  officer  who 
pled  guilty  to  selling  drugs.  The 
officer  was  sentenced  to  a 
committed  three-year  term 
followed  by  five  years  probation. 

♦  In  July,  an  East  Boston  man 
was  convicted  of  two  charges  of 
conspiracy  to  traffic  in  cocaine. 
In  a  separate  incident,  two 
suspects  were  arrested  during 
the  seizure  of  more  than 
$60,000  worth  of  extremely 
potent  heroin  in  Lowell. 

♦  In  August,  nine  were  arrested  in 
Leominster  for  cocaine  traffick- 
ing following  a  drug  raid 
conducted  by  State  Police 
officers  assigned  to 
Harshbarger's  office.  All  nine 
were  arrested  after  allegedly 
completing  a  number  of  drug 
sales  to  the  undercover  officers. 

Each  defendant  in  the 
Leominster  case  was  arraigned 
on  charges  of  trafficking  over 
200  grams  of  cocaine  and 
conspiracy  to  traffic  cocaine.  If 
convicted,  defendants  face  a 
minimum  mandatory  sentence 
of  15  years  in  prison. 


Page  2 


September,  1995 


Working  To  End 
Domestic  Violence 


Harshbarger  Joins  Attorney  General  Reno  and 
Secretary  Shalala  at  First  Meeting  To  Convene 
Advisory  Council  on  Violence  Against  Women 

On  July  13, 1995,  Attorney  General  Scott  Harshbarger  joined  U.S. 
Attorney  General  Janet  Reno  and  U.S.  Health  and  Human  Services 
Secretary  Donna  Shalala  at  a  special  meeting  in  Washington,  D.C.  to 
discuss  violence  against  women. 

The  only  state  attorney  general  member  of  the  joint  U.S.  Departments 
of  Justice  and  Health  and  Human  Services  Advisory  Council  on  Vio- 
lence Against  Women,  Harshbarger  joined  our  country's  leaders  in  law 
enforcement,  public  health,  victim  rights,  social  services,  the  business 
community,  and  higher  education  in  addressing  the  violence  which 
plagues  women  across  the  nation. 

The  Council  was  created  to  bring  together  professionals  on  the  federal, 
state  and  local  levels  to  help  devise  and  implement  solutions,  to  advise 
the  federal  government  on  implementing  the  1994  Violence  Against 
Women  Act  and  to  help  spread  the  message  that  violence  against 
women  is  unacceptable  and  detrimental  to  our  entire  society. 


AG  Calls  on  Congress  to  Spare  Money 
Earmarked  for  Federal  Domestic  Violence  Plan 


During  his  Washington  D.C.  visit  to  attend  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Advisory  Council  on  Violence  Against 
Women,  AG  Harshbarger  called  on  con- 
gressional budget  figures  to  spare  money 
earmarked  for  a  federal  plan  to  stamp  out 
domestic  violence. 


"Too  many 

womertand 

children  are 

suffering.** 


Emphasizing  the  need  for  federal  domestic 
violence  dollars,  Harshbarger  stated,  "Too 
many  women  and  children  are  suffering. 
The  community  as  a  whole  needs  to  adopt 


an  an  attitude  of  intolerance  toward  domestic  violence."  Harshbarger's 
remarks  were  made  in  an  effort  to  spare  dollars  designated  for  imple- 
mentation of  the  new  Violence  Against  Women  Act  from  the  congres- 
sional budget  axe.  Over  the  summer,  House  panels  have  cut  $162 
million  from  Violence  Against  Women  Act  programs. 

House  subcommittee  cuts,  if  passed,  would  mean  fewer  shelters, 
fewer  police  and  fewer  prosecutors  working  to  protect  women  from 
domestic  violence  and  sexual  assaults. 


Rights  Bill 
for  Crime 
Victims 
Approved  by 
Legislature 


In  May,  the  Massachusetts 
legislature  gave  final  approval  to 
a  bill  of  rights  for  crime  victims 
sponsored  by  Attorney  General 
Harshbarger. 

The  bill,  which  was  also  spon- 
sored by  Senator  Cheryl  Jacques, 
recognizes  the  need  for  crime 
victims  to  be  treated  with  dignity 
and  respect,  and  to  be  consulted 
on  the  matters  that  most  affect 
them. 

Paired  with  an  existing  law  that 
provides  for  incarcerated  crimi- 
nals to  pay  fees  to  their  victims, 
the  bill  would  allow  victims  to: 

G3     Receive  information 
on  the  workings  of  the 
criminal's  probation  or 
parole. 

El     Confer  with  the 

prosecutor  at  the  start 
of  a  case,  before  a 
plea  or  sentencing 
and  when  defense 
attorneys  have 
petitioned  records 
concerning  the 
release  of  the  victim. 

El    Give  an  impact 
statement  in  court. 
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Students  Speak  Out:  September,  1995 

A  WORLD  WITHOUT  GUNS  AND  VIOLENCE 

4th  graders  from  the  James  Michael  Curley  School  recently  wrote  poems  to  President  Clinton  on  the  topic  of 
"A  world  without  guns  and  violence."  The  poems,  which  were  written  under  the  guidence  of  Sara  Ting  of  the 
City  Mission  Society's  Artists  in  Residence  program,  express  the  children's  fears  and  their  hopes  for  a  better 
life  for  themselves  and  for  everyone.  The  following  are  just  a  few  examples  of  the  many  heartfelt  poems 
written  by  the  students. 


/  think  the  world 

Hurting  themselves 

1  think 

It  is  important 

Would  be 

And  other  people. 

A  world  without 

That  we 

A  better  Place  Without 

The  President 

Guns  and  violence 

Get  rid 

Violence 

Should  not 

Would  be 

Of  guns 

People  are  getting  killed 

Allow  people 

Good. 

And  violence 

Because  of  guns 

to  sell  guns. 

Kids 

So  that 

Lots  of  children 

He  should 

Would  not 

No  more  people 

Are  getting  hurt 

Make  more 

Be 

Would  get 

Because  of  guns  and 

Clubs  for  kids 

Scared 

Killed. 

violence 

To  go  to  that 

Togo 

The  world 

Once  a  kid 

Teaches  kids 

Outside. 

Would  be 

Around  my  way 

Not  to  use  guns. 

Parents 

Safe  and  peaceful 

Got  killed 

Would  be 

We  would 

She  was  my  favorite 

Colleen  Keller 

Happy. 

Also  have 

friend 

Teachers 

A  lot 

1  missed 

Would  not 

More 

A  lot  of  things 

Without  guns 

Have  to  worry 

People  on  earth 

We  did  together 

We  would 

About  students. 

Today. 

Because  of  Violence 

Be  able 

Ifeel 

People  wouldn't  be 

The  world  is  a  disaster 

To  live 

That  it  is 

Afraid 

And  a  bad  place 

And  play 

Important 

to  buy  anything 

Iwish 

In  the  park. 

That  we 

New. 

That  all  guns  and 

If  people 

Should  all 

Kids  wouldn't 

violence 

Have  guns 

Pitch  In 

Be  afraid 

can  stop 

Everyone 

And  work 

to  go  outside 

Idont 

Will  die. 

Together 

by  themselves. 

Want  anybody 

People  will  not 

On  this. 

People  wouldn't  be 

Getting  hurt 

Be  happy. 

It  is 

Afraid 

They  will  be  scared. 

Very  scary. 

To  go  out 

Sheila  Peoin 

If  guns 

Guns 

Late  at  night 

And  violence 

And  violence. 

By  Themselves. 

The  world 

Were  not 

It  is 

It  is  also 

Would  be 

Created  by 

Not  fair 

Important  that 

Avery 

Bad  people, 

That  we 

We  get  Rid  of  guns 

Nice  place 

It  will 

Are  being 

So  people 

To  live  in 

Be  more 

Abused 

Won't  be  worrying 

If  there  were 

Fun. 

By  this. 

About  their 

No  guns. 

Because  when 

Guns 

Kids  getting  Killed. 

People  would 

Kids  go 

Are  not 

1  think  that  People  should 

Be  able 

Outside 

Good 

Stop  making  Guns 

Togo 

They  won't 

To  our 

And  selling  them. 

For  walks 

Be  scared. 

World. 

And  not 

They  do  not 
Want  to  get 

1  have 
Drive-bys 

Paula  Adamson 

Get  shot. 

We  would 

Killed. 

Around 

Stop  guns 

When  people 

My  house 

From  being  sold 

Die 

And 

Because 

Everyone 

1  am  scared. 

People  are 

Cries  too. 
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Zeroing  In  on  Gun  Violence 


Gun-Free 

School  Zone 

Law  Proposed 

In  May,  AG  Harshbarger  and 
Representative  Rachel  Kaprielian 
introduced  a  bill  in  the  legislature 
that  would  ban  possession  of 
firearms  within  1 ,000  feet  of  a 
school,  thus  creating  gun-free 
school  zones.  Those  convicted  of 
such  an  offense  would  face  a 
minimum,  mandatory  two-year 
House  of  Correction  sentence. 
The  legislation  comes  on  the 
heels  of  a  U.S.  Supreme  court 
decision  which  struck  down  a 
federal  law  banning  possession  of 
a  gun  near  schools. 

Exemptions  in  the  Kaprielian  bill 
would  be  made  for  law  enforce- 
ment and  security  personnel. 
People  with  a  license  to  carry  a 
firearm  would  also  be  exempt. 

In  addition,  the  legislation  would 
increase  the  penalty  for  bringing 
any  weapon  into  a  school  building. 

AG  Harshbarger  hopes  his  work 
with  Representative  Kaprielian,  as 
well  as  the  efforts  by  Representa- 
tive Jim  Brett,  on  a  similar  bill  will 
result  in  safer  schools  and  neigh- 
borhoods. 


Harshbarger  Unveils 

Five-Point  Action  Plan  to 

Fight  Gun  Violence 

In  June,  AG  Harshbarger  unveiled  an  action  plan  aimed  at  stopping 
escalating  handgun  violence  that  is  taking  a  terrible  toll  on  our  children 
and  our  communities. 

Taking  a  multi-disciplinary  approach  to  ending  the  violence  that  takes 
place  on  so  many  streets  everyday,  Harshbarger  proposed  the  following 
five  steps  as  the  framework  for  a  solution  to  handgun  violence: 

1.  Launch  a  full  scale  public  health  campaign  against 
gun  violence,  much  like  the  1980's  campaign 
against  drunk  driving;  gun  violence  must  be  recog- 
nized as  a  major  public  health  emergency  and  be 
uniformly  condemned. 

2.  Mandatory  violence  prevention  and  education  in  the 
schools  to  give  children  the  vocabulary  and  skills 
they  need  to  handle  conflict  appropriately,  and  to 
resolve  disputes  without  violence. 

3.  Secure  passage  of  tougher,  more  innovative 
handgun  legislation  in  Massachusetts,  including  a 
state  gun-free  school  zone  law,  a  "juvenile"  Bartley- 
Fox  law,  and  tighter  gun  permit  and  FID  card  laws. 

4.  Secure  passage  of  state  Assault  Weapons  Ban  that 
would  expand  the  list  of  weapons  prohibited  under 
the  federal  assault  weapons  ban. 

5.  Support  development  and  use  of  "Smart  Handgun" 
technology  to  make  guns  safer  for  their  lawful 
owners  and  to  make  them  less  accessible  to  chil- 
dren and  criminals. 

Harshbarger's  five-point  plan  calls  on  government,  law  enforcement, 
the  ministry,  the  charitable  sector,  the  private  sector  and  the  larger 
society  to  work  together  to  accomplish  the  goal  of  stemming  the  rising 
tide  of  handgun  violence.  The  plan  was  unveiled  at  the  Harvard-Metlife 
Forum  on  Youth  Violence  Prevention  held  in  June  at  the  John  F. 
Kennedy  Library.  The  forum  was  co-sponsored  by  the  Attorney 
General's  Office,  the  Harvard  School  of  Public  Health's  Center  for 
Health  Comunication  and  the  J.F.K.  Library. 
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Harshbarger  Files  Legislation 
to  Further  Regulate 
Firearms  Permits  to 
Promote  Public  Safety 

Currently,  the  Commonwealth's  gun  laws  require  police  chiefs  to  issue 
gun  permits  to  convicted  criminals,  to  people  known  to  have  engaged  in 
serious  dangerous  conduct,  and  to  people  forbidden  by  federal  laws 
from  having  guns.  The  reason  this  is  possible  is  because  of  deadly 
loopholes  in  our  state's  gun  laws. 

For  instance,  gun  permits  are  issued  for  life  at  a  fee  of  $2.00.  There 
exist  very  few  exemptions  that  allow  the  licensing  authority  to  revoke  a 
gun  permit.  On  the  other  hand,  a  driver's  license  must  be  renewed 
every  five  years,  at  a  much  higher  cost,  with  at  least  some  review  to 
assess  whether  one  is  still  fit  to  operate  a  car  responsibly. 

Attorney  General  Harshbarger  recently  filed  legislation  which  would,  if 
passed,  remedy  this  irrational  state  of  affairs.  Senate  bill  S.1229,  An 
Act  to  Further  Regulate  Firearms  Permits  to  Promote  Public  Safety, 
would  provide  for  a  five-year  expiration  date  for  Firearms  Identifcation 
Cards.  It  would  also  allow  police  chiefs  in  Massachusetts  to  deny  gun 
permits  to  demonstrably  dangerous  people. 

S.1229  is  one  element  of  the  AG's  five-point  action  plan  to  help  address 
serious  yet  preventable  gun-related  crimes. 
See  related  story  on  page  5. 


SCORE  /  CIT 

Harshbarger 

National 

Meets  with 

Conference 

Lowell  SCORE 

SAVE  THE  DATE 

Participants 

NOVEMBER  2&3, 1995 

In  May,  AG  Harshbarger  partici- 

pated in  a  roundtable  discussion 

Student  Conflict  Resolu- 

with Lowell  High  School  SCORE 

tion  Experts  and  Crisis 

mediators. 

Intervention  Team 

Issues  including  alternatives  to 

Conference 

violence  and  the  ability  to  respect 

diverse  points  of  view  were 

To  be  held  at 

discussed,  as  well  as  the  merits 

Boston  Park  Plaza 

of  school  mediation  programs, 

Boston,  MA 

including  Student  Conflict  Reso- 

lution Experts. 

Watch  for  your  invitation  in  the 

mail  or  call  Sheila  Martin, 

- 

Conference  Coordinator 

at  (61 7)  727-2200  ext.  2033. 

SCORE  Update 


Last  spring,  SCORE  student 
mediators  from  across  the  state 
shared  experiences  and  challenges 
in  preventing  school  violence  as 
part  of  a  one-hour  cable  program 
on  SCORE  which  aired  on 
Cablevision  stations  in  June. 

Rimed  at  the  Kennedy  School  of 
Government  in  Cambridge,  the 
cable  special  was  created  to  inform 
the  general  public  about  SCORE 
and  its  effectiveness  in  reducing 
violence  not  only  in  the  schools  but 
also  throughout  a  student's  life. 
Attorney  General  Harshbarger 
hosted  the  program  and  spoke  with 
mediators  about  the  impact 
SCORE  has  had  on  their  lives. 
The  SCORE  program,  which  has 
been  established  in  26  middle  and 
high  schools  in  15  urban  and 
suburban  Massachusetts  communi- 
ties, teaches  peer  mediation  skills 
to  students. 

The  office  of  the  Attorney  General 
would  like  to  thank  Continental 
Cablevision  for  its  collaborative 
efforts  in  the  production  of  this  TV 
program  and  applauds  Cablevision 
for  its  own  "Voices  Against  Vio- 
lence" initiative.    In  addition,  our 
thanks  go  to  California  Pizza 
Kitchen  for  their  support  of  the 
SCORE  program  through  its  kind 
donation  of  lunch  to  our  participants 
during  the  filming  of  the  program. 
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Harshbarger  Reports  on 

Redlining  for  Homeowners 

Insurance 

Issues  Special  Report 
Recommending  Corrective  Action 


On  July  24,  Attorney  General  Harshbarger  issued  A  Special  Report  on 
Redlining  in  the  Homeowners  Insurance  Market,  completing  a  two-year 
investigation  into  allegations  of  discriminatory  redlining  by  the  insur- 
ance industry. 

The  report  concludes  that  the  insurance  industry  in  Massachusetts  has 
virtually  abandoned  the  business  of  selling  homeowner  coverage  to 
residents  of  poorer,  inner-city  neighborhoods  and  that  corrective  action 
must  be  taken  immediately  to  increase  access  to  a  full  array  of  afford- 
able homeowners  insurance.  Currently,  the  industry  has  for  the  most 
part  placed  prospective  customers  in  poorer,  urban  neighborhoods  into 
an  industry-financed  high-risk  pool,  called  The  FAIR  Plan,  thus  reduc- 
ing access  to  not  only  coverage  but  also  choice  in  coverage. 

To  correct  the  problem,  Harshbarger  outlines  in  his  report  14  recom- 
mendations to  address  the  problem  of  redlining  and  its  root  causes. 
Recommendations  include  swift  passage  of  effective  insurance  reform 
legislation,  increasing  the  voluntary  insurance  market  presence  in  the 
inner-city  by  requiring  more  agents,  increasing  the  number  of  minority 
agents,  adding  more  storefront  offices,  and  rewarding  those  carriers 
that  write  in  these  neighborhoods  through  reduced  FAIR  plan  assess- 
ments. 

In  addition,  the  Attorney  General  recommends  several  steps  be  taken 
to  make  the  FAIR  plan  more  affordable  for  tow-income  consumers, 
such  as  limiting  FAIR'S  rate  increases,  providing  FAIR  the  ability  to 
offer  coverage  of  a  property's  fair  market  value,  and  providing  for  the 
financing  of  FAIR  plan  premiums.    Plan  premiums  must  now  be  paid 
by  homeowners  in  full  up  front. 

The  Attorney  General  also  recommends  that  public  policy  makers 
consider  requiring  the  insurance  industry  to  disclose  their  insurance 
writing  activity  by  census  track  or  zip  code,  similar  to  the  reporting 
requirement  on  bank  lending  activity,  and  to  provide  applicants  specific 
reasons  for  any  rejection  of  coverage. 

A  Special  Report  on  Redlining  in  the  Homeowners  Insurance  Market  is 
available  to  the  public  for  $5.00,  the  cost  of  reproduction.  Checks 
should  be  made  payable  to  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and 
mailed  to  the  attention  of  Denise  Snyder,  Office  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, 20th  Fl.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Th is  p u b I i cat i o n 

is  available  in 

alternative  formats 

for  people  with 

disabilities.  If  you 

would  prefer  a  copy 

of  this  publication 

In  either  format 

listed  below, 

please  check  where 

Indicated  and 

return  to: 


Denise  Snyder, 

Publications 

Coordinator 

Office  of  the 

Attorney  General 

One  Ashburton  Place 

Boston,  MA  021 08 

Or  call: 

(617)727-2200 

ext.2674 
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Springfield  Violence 
Prevention  Month 

AG  Harsh barger  Praises  Work  of  Violence 

Prevention  Task  Force;  urges  use  of  Springfield 

program  as  model  for  state. 


Attorney  General  Harshbarger 
took  the  opportunity  of 
Springfield's  Violence  Prevention 
Month  to  credit  that  city's  Violence 
Prevention  Task  Force. 

Created  in  1 992,  the  Springfield 
City-Wide  Violence  Prevention 
Task  Force  has  worked  to  edu- 
cate, mobilize  and  empower  the 
community  as  it  relates  to  vio- 
lence prevention.  Since  its 
creation,  the  Task  Force,  together 
with  the  city  of  Springfield,  has 
coordinated  a  series  of  month 
long  activities  to  commemorate 
June  as  Violence  Prevention 
Awareness  month. 

Speaking  as  a  guest  at  a  June  9, 
1995  Task  Force  meeting,  Harsh- 
barger credited  the  pioneering 
efforts  of  the  Task  Force  and 
encouraged  members  to  continue 
with  their  mission.  He  noted  that 
he  would  like  to  use  their  coordi- 
nated efforts,  such  as  the  month 
of  prevention  awareness  activi- 
ties, as  an  example  of  what  can 
be  accomplished  throughout  the 
Commonwealth. 

Scheduled  activities  for  Violence 
Prevention  Awareness  Month 
began  with  a  prayer  vigil  and 
included,  among  other  activities, 
workshops  on  domestic  violence 
and  sexual  harassment,  a  "Take 
Back  the  Neighborhood"  parade, 
the  swearing-in  of  student  media- 
tors, the  airing  of  a  documentary 
entitled  "Mediation:  An  alternative 
That  Works,"  and  participation  in 
a  neighborhood  prevention 


survey.  Also  featured  during  the 
month  was  a  new  public  service 
announcement  which  aired  on 
T.V.  Channel  40. 

While  participating  in 
Springfield's  Violence  Preven- 
tion Awareness  Month,  Attor- 
ney General  Harshbarger  joined 
members  of  that  city's  Violence 
Prevention  Task  Force  for  a 
private  showing  of  an  art 
exhibit  entitled,  "Children  of 
Sorrow,"  by  well-known  Spring- 
field artist  Alvin  Paige. 

Again,  this  office  salutes  the 
efforts  of  Springfield's  City-Wide 
Violence  Prevention  Task  Force 
and  urges  members  to  continue 
with  their  successful  efforts. 
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Spotlight  on 

Lowell 

Community  policing  effort 
credited  for  dramatic  drop 
in  city's  crime  rate. 

The  last  eighteen  months  have 
been  different  in  Lowell.  Residen- 
tial burglaries  have  dropped  32 
percent,  car  theft,  larceny  and 
burglaries  are  down  at  least  20 
percent  since  1994,  and,  most 
significantly,  not  a  single  murder 
occurred  in  the  city  from  July 
1994  through  July  1995.  Since 
July,  only  one  murder  has  been 
reported  in  the  city. 

Why  the  turn-around?  Many 
credit  a  new  $2.1  million  commu- 
nity policing  effort  which  has 
provided  the  city  with  65  new 
officers,  six  neighborhood  "store- 
front" operations,  bicycle  patrols, 
a  gang  unit,  and  a  mobile  precinct 
for  public  events.  Community 
efforts  have  gone  beyond  arrests 
and  into  prevention  with  police 
sponsoring  a  flag-football  league 
and  neighborhood  problem- 
solving  teams. 

Additionally,  in  a  city  which  is 
often  associated  with  heroin  trade, 
Lowell  police  have  used  a  new 
forfeiture  law  and  pressure  from 
the  city's  inspectional  services  to 
crack  down  on  landlords  sus- 
pected of  renting  to  drug  dealers. 
In  the  last  year,  more  than  140 
buildings  identified  as  "drug 
houses"  have  been  closed  down. 

While  things  are  not  perfect,  it  is 
evident  in  many  neighborhoods 
that  the  crime  situation  is  getting 
better.  A  lot  better.  Our  congratu- 
lations to  the  city  of  Lowell  and 
the  fine  efforts  of  its  local  police 
department. 
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Safe  Neighborhood  Initiative  Update 


CONFERENCE 


Safe  Neighborhood  Initiative: 

A  Model  for  Communities 
in  the  1990s  and  Beyond. 

DATE:  September  21, 1995 

TIME:  8:30  a.m.  to  2:00  p.m. 

PLACE:  John  F.  Kennedy  Library  and  Museum 

Columbia  Point 

Boston,  MA 


Featuring  Presentations  on: 

♦  Prevention  of  Family  and  Youth  Violence, 

♦  Revitalization  of  Neighborhoods,  and 

♦  Public  Safety:  Neighborhood  and 
Community  Policing 


ADMISSION  FEE: 

$10.00  PER  PERSON 

(Includes  written  materials,  coffee,  tea,  juice, 

pastry,  and  buffet  luncheon) 


Sponsored  by: 

Attorney  General  Scott  Harshbarger 

Suffolk  County  District  Attorney  Ralph  C.  Martin 

Boston  Mayor  Thomas  Menino 

Boston  Police  Commissioner  Paul  Evans 


♦ 


♦ 


♦ 


♦ 


For  more  information,  contact: 

Sheila  Martin, 

Conference  Coordinator 

Office  of  the  Attorney  General 

(617)  727-2200 


Conference 
Calendar 


SAFE  NEIGHBORHOOD 

INITIATIVE 

(SNI)  CONFERENCE 

Date:  September  21 , 1 995 

Time:         8:30am  -  2:00pm 
Location:  John  F.  Kennedy 
Library,  Boston 


THE  FUTURE  OF 

MEDICARE  AND  MEDICAID: 

Ensuring  Access, 

Affordability  and 

Accountability 

Date:         October  13, 1995 
Time:  9:00am-2:00pm 

Location:  John  F.  Kennedy 
Library,  Boston 


FIFTH  ANNUAL 

DOMESTIC  VIOLENCE 

POLICE  TRAINING 

Date:        October  17, 1995 
Time:         7:45am-3:30pm 
Location:  Northeastern 

University,  Burlington 


NATIONAL  S.C.O.R.E. 
CONFERENCE 

Date:         November  2&3, 1995 
Time:         8:30am  -  5:00pm 

(2  days) 
Location:  Boston  Park  Plaza 

Hotel 


FOURTH  ANNUAL 
MUNICIPAL  FORUM 

Details  to  be  announced 
at  a  later  date 

For  more  information,  contact: 

SHEILA  MARTIN 

(617)727-2200x2033 
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COMMUNITY  POLICING:  A  success  story  in  progress 


Community  policing  is  being  credited  for  safer  neighborhoods 
across  the  state.  The  city  of  Lowell  went  without  a  single  slaying  in 
over  a  year  thanks  to  community  policing  efforts  involving  "beat" 
patrols  and  prevention  programs.    In  Boston,  the  Safe  Neighbor- 
hood Initiative  (SNI)  program  has  had  such  significant  success  in 
Dorchester  that  it's  expanding  into  two  new  neighborhoods,  a 
second  in  Dorchester  and  one  in  Roxbury. 

In  May,  AG  Harshbarger  joined  Governor  Weld  and  Lt.  Governor 
Cellucci  in  announcing  Justice  Department  approval  for  Massachu- 
setts cities  and  towns  to  use  state  community  policing  grants  to 
meet  the  local  match  required  to  win  federal  funds  under  the  U.S. 
Justice  Department's  community  policing  program.  The 
Department's  approval  means  that  Commonwealth  cities  and  towns 
can  hire  additional  police  officers  through  the  federal  crime  bill 
using  fewer  local  funds.  In  essence  the  approval  allows  for  more 
cops  on  the  beat  in  neighborhoods  without  draining  needed  re- 
sources from  schools,  fire  departments  and  other  local  endeavors. 

The  decision  by  the  Justice  Department  came  at  the  written  request 
for  matching  grant  flexibility  from  Attorney  General  Harshbarger  and 
Secretary  Kathleen  M.  OToole.  The  state  awarded  $11.2  million  in 
community  policing  grants  to  169  cities  and  towns  in  fiscal  1995. 


Since  its  passage  last  fall, 
the  federal  crime  bill  has 
brought  584  new  police 
officers  to  the  streets  of 
more  than  200  cities  and 
towns  in  Massachusetts. 
The  Clinton  Administra- 
tion has  targeted  nearly 
$43  million  in  federal  aid 
to  police  departments 
statewide,  and,  in  July, 
more  than  $1  million  in 
crime  bill  funds  were 
used  to  put  70  state  and 
local  police  back  on  the 
streets  in  Boston,  Spring- 
field and  Worcester. 
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